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A LETTER from an OFFICER at News 


YoRKk, 70 4 FRIEND in LoNDON. © 
SIR, 

CAN with great pleaſure inform you, that 
our ſituation is very different to what it was 
laſt winter, as we abound in every neceſſary 

that ſoldiers can deſire; and as to the priſoners, 

the ſick, and the wounded, our officers are as vi- 

gilant in ſeeing them carefully ſupplied, as they 

are in ſeeing order and diſcipline punctually ex- 
ecuted: from the good example of our land and 
ſea commanders, there is ſuch harmony between 
every rank of each, that we all live like brothers; 
and if there be the leaſt ſnadow of envy, it is only 
againſt thoſe gallant officers and ſoldiers whoſe 
happy ſtations in battle gave them the opportunity 
of acquiring ſo great a ſhare of that honour which 
we all ſo eagerly purſue. Many of our ſoldiers 
earneſtly wiſh for a perſonal knowledge of General 

© 5 Lee, 
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Lee, to avoid either killing or — him, that 
a native of Britain, who, from diſappointed am- 


bition, has planted the point againſt the power 


that firſt put a ſword into his hand, and paid for 


his military education, may be prepared for his 


grave without the leaſt impreſſion of any martial 


inſtrument. : 


We begin now ſevetely to want that part of 
the city which thoſe unhappy deſtroyers of their 
country have conſumed ; as ſeveral good families, 
whom their army have ruined, come daily ſhiver- 
ing in for our protection, and meet with ſuch a 


reception, accotding to their ſtations, as can only 


be obtained from clemency, guided by order and 


ceconomy. Many of the poor ladies have ſcarce 


a petticoat to cover them, being ſtripped of fur- 


niture, apparel, and every thing that could make 


a Yankee ſoldier either a ſhirt or a pair of breeches. 


Indeed, the poor fellows are in ſuch a deplorable 
ſtate, that a good-natured lady, who has two 
petticoats, would rather give one for a covering, 
than look at a fellow-creature in ſuch a naked 
condition. 


Your worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. 4, our 
Chaplain, frequently expatiates on the happy ſtate 
that this country ſo lately enjoyed, and the pre- 
ſent ſcenes of miſery to which theſe people have 

been 


— 44 A RI 


CITY 


— —_— 


Ks 


( 3 ) 
been urged to brink ſo immediately on aden 
and families. He gives us ſeveral inſtances from hi- 
ſtory of the dreadful examples that deluded nations 
have made of ſuch patriots as Gen. Lee, and points 
out the preſent ſtate of their own Clergy, who before 
were almoſt implicity obeyed; but, after breath- 
ing the ſpirit of rebellion on the people, attend- 

ing their camps to keep alive the flame which they 
kindled, and ſpending their lungs and their for- 
tunes to ſupport the ſpirit of their cauſe, they now 
find the ſad effects of inſtructing the people to be 
diſobedient, and want the power they oppoſed to 
protect them; for, in ſuch ſcenes of diſorder and 
rapine, but little regard is paid to either morality 
or religion; and now, except they can plunder 
their ſhare, ſwig rum, and bear a firelock, they 
are deemed a uſeleſs order amongſt them. I aſſure 
you our friend George is moſt vigilant in his func- 
tion, and from well-ſupported texts, with his grace. 
ful perſon and thundering voice, he fo animates 
our ſoldiers, that, were he in regimentals, you 
would ſometimes take him for a General haranguing 
his army on the approach of a battle ; and revives 
what I have read of the great and reverend 
Walker, who defended Londonderry; for fo 
high is his military ſpirit, that it is impoſſible 
for us to prevent his appearing in danger, from a 
principle, that every young fellow, who is enliſted 
in the ſervice of his country, ſhould employ all his 
B 2 power 


1 (+4 
power and talents on every laudable and uſeful 


. occaſion, in the ſervice of it. He plumes himſelf 


much in having a ſhare in our victories, and in- 
ſiſts upon it, that the gown and the ſword, when 
made of good ſtuff, are two of the beſt links in 
the chain of government ; and ſometimes wiſhes 
they would ſo far conſider it, as to make ſome. 


addition to a Chaplain's pay; for honeſt George, 


from his benevolent diſpoſition amongſt ſuch a 


number of objects, can ſcarce keep a crown in his 


pocket. 


The great advantage a regiment derives from a 


good and active Chaplain, at ſuch a time as this, is 
very conſpicuous in our rev. friend. Allowing for 
his good conſtitution, natural vivacity, and the ſnare 


which in ſome meaſure he is obliged to partake in 


our entertainments, no man of his years can be- 


have with more becoming decency; the ſoldiers 


he pleaſantly calls his pariſnioners, and not being 
obliged to that reſerve which is prudent in officers 


to bear, from the affection he has for them, and 


his natural affability, we ſeldom ſee him without 
ſeveral about him; and J really believe, that his 


preſence, in any ſcene of irregularity, would be 


a greater check to them than the dread of the 


halbert. He endeavours to make them ſenſible, 


that true liberty can only be maintained by a due 
obedience ro well-founded laws which we have 


ſubmitted 
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(9) 
ſubmitted to be governed by, and that a ſoldier, 
who diſcharges his duty, ſhares equal honour with 


his commander: he tells them, it was the noble 


ſpirit of obedience to diſcipline which ſo firmly 
united the Roman legions, that they marched and- 
retreated as one man, made them impenetrable, 
and gave them power to force down all that 


poſed them, which raiſed the honour of every 


Roman ſoldier beyond their dependent princes; 
and to charge a veteran with neglect of duty at 
the head of his cohort was a mortification that few' 


ſurvived. 


We were yeſterday highly entertained from a 
window in a room where we dined. Juſt as George 
came to the door he fell in chat with ſome of our 
ſoldiers, who were talking of one of the men who 
was wounded. in taking a rebel officer priſoner, 


after killing three Yankees who defended him; 


and from ſome introductory chat, whilſt they all 


ſtood open mouthed to hear him, he told them a 


ſtory from ſome hiſtory, of ſome great Emperor who 
invaded another great Emperor's dominions, and 


was driving all pell-mell before him, till a com- 


mon ſoldier, on ſeeing his Emperor on the point of 
being taken priſoner, boldly advanced, cut his 
way through twelve men, and ſtabbed the invader 
to the heart; which gallant action ſo depreſſed the 
n. and inſpired his fellow ſoldiers, that they 


preſſed 


(63 


li preſſed on and gained ground directly. But, juſt 
0 here we were told that dinner was on table; and 
1 as he and his company ſeemed to be better enter- 
i tained, we left him to compleat the victory; and 
| when the heat of battle was over, he came up 
and ſat contentedly down to a cold dinner, Such 
5 familiarity, properly ſupported, gives him ſuch an 
tif opportunity of ſeeing the temper and diſpoſitions 
. of the men, that he is the beſt index we can re- 
| fer to. The ſoldiers, he tells us, calls the Ame- 
| | ricans worſe than deſerters ; for they have not only 
| revolted, but turned our own arms againſt us; 
and ſuch zeal and ſpirit runs through the whole 
regiment, that, in his opinion, the beſt plantation 
on the continent could not tempt a man to deſert. 
Juſt after dinner we had three Yankee deſerters 
brought to us; and, lucky for the poor fellows, 
we had fragments left ſufficient to fill their hungry 
bellies; and, being .almoſt naked, we bought 
cloaths for them of ſome old women, who 
make a trade of ſtripping the dead ſoldiers, — ; 
They confirmed the accounts we frequently re- 
ceive of the diſtreſs of the rebel army, and that 
ſeveral of their regiments have petitioned the 
Honourable Congreſs for a quantity of tar F 
and feathers ſufficient to cloath them; the poor = 
men beg only for ſtuff, being well ſkilled them- 3 
ſelves at putting the materials rogether, and have 
at preſent amongſt them ſeveral of the artificers 
| Who 
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who made the firſt pattern of this new-faſhioned 
garment, which was undoubtedly deſigned by the 
High and Mighty Congreſs. as a robe for inſti- 

tuting a new American Order of Knighthood; 
and, to ſhew their regard to their Motrer Country, 
conferred the firſt honour on his —— by proxy, 
in tarring and pluming his officer at Boſton ; and, 
to dignify the inſtallation, bound the ſubſtituted 
Knight on horſeback, with his face to the tail, 
dragging him through multitudes of applauding 
ſpectators, whilſt, at intervals, Imperial Tea was 
copiouſly poured down his throat, to the health of 

the King and the Family Royal. E 


1 know not, Sir, how you citizens reliſh ſuch 

honour z but can aſſure you, that the army and 
navy in general are ſo fired with reſentment at the 
many indignities that this ungrateful people have 
caſt on Royal Authority, and our fellow-ſubjects, 
that nothing but a humane reflection on the mi- 
ſerable ſtate to which we have reduced them, 
could have reſtrained our hands from a more ſe- 
vere chaſtiſement; a people who, when they firſt 
quitted our land, carried with them the ſeeds of 
oppoſition to our government, laws, and religion, 
and have ever been as aſſiduous in ſowing them 
in the hearts of their children, as they have been 
in cultivating their lands; who, in the loweſt ſtate 
of indigence, were planted here by the hand of 

5 Britain, 
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Britain, cheriſhed in their infancy, promoted and 
protected in their commerce, till oppulence and 
pride ſwelled their hearts to rebellion, and they 
forgot their Patrons; who, under the guileful 
appearance of liberty, deluded ſo many unguarded 
men to their machinations, as rendered them not 
only able to plunder private property, but wan- 
tonly diſpoſed of the lands and lives of thoſe who 
would not join and become ſubject to their ty- 
ranny, and whilſt they made poverty a plea for 
their murmurs, were ſhaping out to themſelves a 
great and independent empire, dividing it into 
principalities, conferring power and titles, raiſing 
mighty armies, building fleets, forts, and caſtles, 
and, oh ! ſhocking to nature! aiming at cement- 
ing alliances with the moſt powerful and eſta- 
| bliſhed enemies of the country from whence they 
ſprang, had their protection, and are, by eſta- 
bliſhment, ranked as natural born ſubje&s; yet 
theſe mean mortals, who by thouſands ſurrounded 
and abuſed a ſingle Britiſh ſubje& on the firſt 
appearance of the rod of correction, fled by thou- 
ſands from ditches to hedges, from hedges to 
| ſtone walls, and from thence to woods and moun- 
tains, many of them having ſcarce a rag or a 
feather to cover them. Sure none but ſuch wiſe 
_ Politicians as the members of this Mighty Con- 
greſs, would have riſqued ſuch a certain ſtate of 
| happineſs to themſelves and their country againſt 

the 
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6 
the power of Great-Britain, with ſuch ſoldiers, 
ſach officers, and ſuch generals, who have' now 
left them in the ſtate of the poor giddy wench, 
who, from her ftock of unhatched eggs multi- 
plied chicken to ſuch a degree, that in imagina- 
tion ſhe became poſſeſſed of fortune, title, and 
ſplendor, but, regardleſs of the main chance, 
and tottering with pride, flap-daſh went all the 


” eggs, and being ſtartled from her golden dream, 
had the preſent American mortification of ſeeing 


the ſtock, on which her preſent exiſtence depended, 
and on which ſhe founded her furure ode, 


lay blended | in ruin together. | 


In the news- papers which are ; trankunicted to us, 
we frequently read of the diſtreſſed ſtate to which 
we have reduced the men; but no more mention 
is made of the women and children, than if they 
were inſenſible of miſery, and no part of the hu- 
man ſpecies, who, in this caſe, are the only real 


objects of compaſſion, being reduced to a wretched 


ſtare by the imprudence of their huſbands, who 
are bound by the laws of God and Nature to pro- 


tect them. The country round being now gleaned, 


ſuch ſwarms of diſtreſſed women and children flock 
to their camp as are ſhocking to behold; and 
wherever we ſee a ſoldier's wife with two or three 
children, we are fure to behold one half naked 
ſkeleton ; for from that maternal tenderneſs which 
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| is natural to the ſex, what nutriment and rags they 
can collect muſt go to preſerve their infants, whilſt 
theſe patriotic heroes, who are fighting for poſte- 


rity, (being now pinched themſelves) appear to 


have as much regard to the future exiſtence of 
their children, as they had the moment they begot 
them; and the. ſame tenderneſs for their wives as 


the fellow had who always declared he loved her 


better than himſelf, till a ſtrong appetite con- 
| vinced her to the contrary, by his eating up all 
the morſel ſhe had provided for their dinner. 


As your city abounds with ſuch a number of 
American patriots, Iwiſhyouwould prevail on them 


to ſend theſe poor women and children over a few 
cargoes of old cloaths from Rag- fair. I aſſure you, 


they are ſv commiſerated here, that I believe there is 
not a commander in our army but what would 


condeſcend to ſend them with a trumpet, and re- 


queſt to have them divided amongſt the poor 


creatures; but, 1 imagine, your patriots would 
much 'rather talk of ſpending life and fortune, 
than give any of theſe diſtreſſed creatures a gown 
or petticoat : but if peace ſhould be reſtored, no 
doubt but the merchants, who have been their 


advocates, and who formerly ſo largely profited 
by their trade, will take compaſſion and receive 


their paper currency for as much ſtuff as will new 
cloath the whole continent. 


We 
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We imagine that nothing now keeps their army 
together, but the dread that the Congreſs enter- 
tains of their being diſperſed before they can ſe- 
cure themſelves; for as few of the poor fellows, 
if they return to their habitations, have either a 
cow, a ſow, a pig, or a hen left, and, from a no- 
tion of our making repriſals on land, for their 
depredations at ſea, the ſpirit of agriculture is ſo 
depreſſed amongſt the farmers, that their ſoldiers, 
when diſbanded, will certainly ſcour the continent 
in banditties till we can ſuppreſs them; though 
they cannot uſe their firelocks like ſoldiers, they 
will ſerve to plunder; and, I fancy their honours, 


who have brought them to it, will receive the firſt 


compliment, and when they are reduced to the 
loweſt ebb, no doubt but your patriots will cry, 


< to what a miſerable ſtate have theſe poor inno- 


cent people been reduced by a cruel and vindictive 


miniſtry!” like the old tale of the lady, who, 
being poſitively charged by her huſband not to 


ride on the maſtiff dog, was determined, in oppo- 
ſition to his command, to have one gallop on 
Towſer; but after being caſt from his back, and 
violently maimed and bruiſed, ſne charged him 
with what was abſolutely the conſequence of her 
own diſobedience, But any one, who ſees the 
extaſy which appears in the countenances of thoſe 
who come within the verge of our protection, and 
hears the hiſtory of their ſufferings, muſt be as 

| C 2 ſenſible 


| K 
ſenſible as. they, that Providenee 7 ſent. us here to 


ſave them from a ſet of the moſt abſolute tyrants 
that ever debaſed the name of Liberty; for no 
ſooner had the patriots of Boſton (the fountain of 
rebellion) packed ſuch a Congreſs: together as 
would anſwer their purpoſe, and deluded the peo- 
ple to raiſe an army, but the adage was verified, 


& Raiſe an army, and an army will ſupport itſelf ; 


for directly this dreadful ſentence was pronounced, 


They that are not for us are againſt us, and the point 


of the ſword held to every breaſt that was luke- 
warm in their cauſe, threatening; to make life and 
land the forfeiture of diſobedience, every man's 
circumſtance was directly explored, and the whole 


land ranſacked for every mereantile commodity 
that could be exported, to exchange for military 
ſtores and the ſubſiſtence of the army; and the 


paper credit of the Honourable Congreſs muſt be 


taken for all. It was in vain for any farmer to 
complain that he wanted his ſervants and horſes 
to till the land, every thing muſt be ſacrificed: to 
the cauſe of liberty, *till, ſuch. arbitrary pro- 


ceedings convinced them of their error, and 
ſuch a dejection ſpread through the land, that, 


except in the ſea, ports; and amongſt thoſe: who. 
ſhared the rum which they plundered, there is 
not the leaſt appearance of /pirit amongſt them. 


What elſe but a general diſlike could cauſe ſuch 


an army to fly before us? If we examine the 
globe, 
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globe, we find but little difference in the natural 
ſtrength and courage of mankind; and, no doubt 
but theſe people have their ſhare. Their advo- 
cates ſay, they were not diſciplined; but that! 
deny; for they have many experienced engineers 
and veteran officers amongſt them; nor could any 
men be more , rigourouſly exerciſed and piouſly 
preached to. We may read of many armies, who 
have been undiſciplined and rudely led on, that 
have ſtood till they have been cut to pieces, when 


they have liked their cauſe and their commanders. 


At that unparelleled attack at Bunker's-hill (which 


honour I had no ſhare in) there was not one of 


our ſoldiers. in twenty that ever faced an enemy 
before ; yet, notwithſtanding the enemy were ſo 


deeply intrenched, that: the inſtruments of death: 


could ſcarce be ſeen, notwithſtanding the dreadful 


havock that was made amongſt them, nothing was 


thought on but. conqueſt; and on the remnant. 
preſſed to the muzzels of their rifle: barrels, drove 


N treble their number from intrenchments, and gave 


them ſuch a ſample of Old Engliſh fighting, that, 
except under cover of hedges and ſtone walls, I 
believe they never more vill care to come within 
the reach of out muſkets. Such an action, and 


the conduct and bravery of our army in general, 


was far diſtant from the aſperſions which ſome of 


our countrymen caſt, and the hopes which they 


entertained of our deſerting to the enemy.— 
Remorſe 
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Remorſe muſt deeply ſtrike ſuch men, if they 
will reflect on the miſeries to which their deluſions 


have reduced theſe people, who are now, too late, 


become ſenſible that they have been made the un- 
happy dupes of avarice and ambition at home, 
and wanton faction abroad; and they who had 
fortunes, and ſuffered themſelves to be deluded, 
now reflect on their folly, like men who, for 


the ſake of faſhion or company, ruin both for- 


tune and coriſtitution, by joining in debauches for 
which nature had given them neither inclination 


nor conſtitution. And as to the Quakers of Phi: 


ladelphia; as the patriots of Boſton. formerly 


hanged ſeveral of them for preaching, becauſe they 


would have neither government nor religion but of 


their own framing, the Quakers, on this occaſion, 


have prudently kept their necks out of the Boſton 
Collar, *till they ſaw how things went; but now 
the ſcene is changed ; they appear as if they would 
be well pleaſed. to ſee ſome. of their old friends 


hanged for. preaching ſo OF againſt their 
friend George. 


The people in general now diſcover the drift, 
and are ſenſible of the principles and characters of 
their honourable Maſters; for, as few men of 
fortune and underſtanding would fill ſuch a deſ- 
perate ſtation, ſome of the moſt worthleſs were 


choſen, or preſſed themſelves into the office, and, 
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as is frequently in the Corporations in England, 


the people found, too late, that they became go- 
verned by a ſet of men they deſpiſed, We have 


obtained ſeveral fragments of the code of laws, 


under which theſe potentates intended to govern 
their ſubjects, which may convince any ſenſible 
man who reads them, that ſuch a ſet of legiſlators 
were never aſſembled ſince their predeceſſor 


Oliver Cromwell packed a like parliament that 


he knew would confound both law and and go- 
vernment, to give a fair pretext for the taking 
the reins into his own hand; and the people now- 
begin to fix their eyes on a ſimilar man in the 


Congreſs, who they ſurmiſe has been the chief 
inſtrument of the whole. Many have been the 
inſtances of one man as effectually poiſoning a 


Kingdom, a Council, a Corporation, a Jury, or 
a Veſtry, as one drop of poiſon corrupting the 
whole maſs of blood; an inſtance of which you 


had lately in England; but I believe if theſe 
people had their friend Forty-five amongſt them 


at this time, they would much ſooner tar and fea- 
ther him, than give him 45 hogſheads of tobacco, 


I have frequently converſed with ſeveral mer- 
chants here, who inclining to government as 
much as the temper of ſuch turbulent times 


would admit of, now reflect on the change, 


freely acknowledging the happy ſtate they were 
| e 46M 


the founderies, the ftore-houſes, the arſenals, the 


in, and the wealth that flowed on them from the 
commerce and protection of Great-Britain ; they 
are ſenſible of the heavy burden of taxes with 
which the ſubjects of England are loaded, in ſup- 
port of a fleet and army to maintain and defend ſuch 
extenſive dominions, and as they have ſhared that 
protection, they freely own, after ſuch long in- 
dulgence, that they ought to contribute their ſhare, 


and confeſs the demand was ſo moderate, that 
nothing but the ſpirit of rebellion could have op- 


poſed it; and ſome own, that though the tax was 
murmured at, it was the appendage that materially 
ſtruck them, having entered into ſeveral lucrative 
branches of trade, as ought not in prudence to 


be expoſed to Cuſtom-houſe or revenue officers, 


ſtationed here by Government, Theſe men now 
coolly refle&t on the danger they have eſcap- 
ed, if forgiveneſs can be obtained from their 
Mother, for the fleets, the armies, the docks, 


magazines, and the Lord knows what, that their 
hair-brained politicians had planned to defend ſuch 
an extenſive country, would have ſwallowed up 
the revenues of a wealthy empire, and muſt have 
brought on beggary and tarring and feathering the 
collectors all over the continent; for if ſuch a 


moderate tax ſo rouſed theſe Sons of Freedom, it 


would have cauſed ſuch inflammations and divi- 
fions in all the provinces for independence and 
ſupremacy, that, like the African Princes, the 

ſale 
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ſale of their ſubjects might become their dal re- 
venue, except what they could pick up by their 
prefent practice of pirating, whilſt their frugal 


Mother, by prudent ſteps, gradually encreaſed her 


fleet with her dominions, under whoſe protection 
they might have traverſed the watery globe, and 
claimed an honourable ſhare in that flag to which 


all nations bend. 


Thus far, my good Friend, in compliance 
to the earneſt requeſt you made in your laſt 


letter, I have given my ſentiments on the preſent 


ſtate of theſe deluded people; but as you have 


ever been a ſtrong advocate for them, I imagine a 


more favourable repreſentation would be more 
agreeable to you, and gain more credit, as being 
more conſiſtent to your ſentiments ; but as I have 
ever been an advocate for Liberty, and know that 
every thing which comes from you flows from an 


honeſt, uninfluenced heart, your different ſenti- 


ments in politics ſhall never invade the high eſteem 
in which I have ever held you; yet muſt take the 
liberty to tell you, that the dreadful apprehenſions 


which you have expreſſed of the impending ruin 


of Old England, the danger the national ſtock is 
in, the wickedneſs of a corrupt miniſtry, their 
remiſſneſs in neceſſary protection, and the danger 
you are in of being invaded by the French and-. 
Spaniards, and all deſtroyed by fire and ſword, 
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if we do not make peace with the Americans and 
come directly to your protection, has ſomething ſo 
romantic in it, that Iam at atols to account how you, 
who never feared any thing, ſhould dread the only 
two things an Engliſhman ought not to fear, the 


French and Spaniards, Upon my word, friend Ed- 


ward, if I was near you, I would ſoon rattle away 
ſuch viſionary notions, and whiſk ſuch humming 


patriots from your ears. As you promiſed, at my 


departure, to vifit my little family, I hope you 
have not terrified my wife and daughter with ſuch 
dreadtul apprehenſions. 


I am confident, there are but few men whoſe 


general knowledge extends ſo far as yours, and 
is better acquainted with the hiſtory of England. 


Pray, Sir, reflect on the only attempt of any con- 


ſequence which has been made on this iſland 
within ſeven hundred years, and that by the Spa- 


niards, who came when they were in their meridian 
of wealth and power, with a fleet of a hundred and 


fifty fail of thundering men of war, appointed 
with every thing that the wealth of India could 


procure, and attended with the prayers and bleſ- 


ſings of the Pope, beſides a whole cargo of re- 


ligious geer, to ſcacter amongſt ſuch good Ca- 
tholics as would riſk both 3 and body in the 
cauſe, and moſt dreadful anathemas pronounced 


inst all who reſiſted ſuch a bleſſed undertaking, 


which 


69 5 
which alone was ſufficient at that time to ſhake 
the thrones of half the princes in Europe, when 


England, I ſuppoſe, was not then poſſeſſed with 


two ſhips of a thouſand ton burthen, and at a 
time when the Proteſtants were no more than 
ſufficient to defend themſelves againſt the Papiſts ; 
yet, on the apprehenſions of the Spaniards ſetting 
foot on Engliſh ground, ſuch a ſpirit was diffuſed 
through the whole nation, that every old woman 
kept exerciſing her three legged ſtool, in hopes of 
having the honour of cracking the ſkull of 4 


Spaniſh Don; the city of London, in the low 


ſtate it was then in, ſent out ten thouſand men, 
and thirty ſhips; and every part of the coaſt, 
where it was practicable for them to land, ſwarmed 
with ſoldiers and voluntiers, to prepare them for 
the bliſs which the Pope had promiſed to all who 


died in the cauſe; but Heaven and our invincible 


failors made ſuch dreadful havock of them, in 


| Gghrt' of the land they looked on as their own, that 
the ſcattered remnant, which returned by degrees, 


went with the doleful tidings to their monarch, 


ſaying, like the ſervants of Job, © we alone have 


eſcaped to tell you.” Thus was England de- 


fended two hundred years ſince, when governed 


by a Virgin Queen, who being exaſperated at his 
Spaniſh Majeſty's inſolence, and knowing his pre- 
ſumption proceeded from his great ahundance of 
gold and ſilver, of which we then had but little, 

5 gave 
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gave her loving ſubjects free leave to humble his 
pride; for which purpoſe ſhe ſent out the gallant 
Eſſex, whom ſhe knew to be a good man, Howard, 
Raleigh, Drake, Norris, and a few ſuch, who 


ſtripped, plundered, funk, burnt, and deſtroyed: 


numerous fleets, cities, towns and villages, and 
brought home ſuch loads of thoſe tempting metals, 
that our fingers have ever ſince itched to be at them, 
and his Spaniſh Majeſty, on finding the prayers 


of the Pope took quite a different effect, ſent an 


expreſs to his Holineſs, begging of him, for 
God's fake, to leave off curſing the Engliſh : ſo, 


as they invited us to it, by giving the firſt blow, 


I believe they will hardly tempt us in the ſame 


manner to ſuch another job ; for as they can get 


no great matter from us that they want, they have 
ever been as cautious of engaging with us, as a 
rich merchantman would to engage a privateer; 


and, indeed, I believe they are a peaceable 


ſort of people, with whom we might live on good 
neighbourly terms, if it conſiſted with our intereſt ; 
but ſome of our honeſt traders. frequently tread 
on their heels to provoke them to challenge us, 


in hopes of reviving the golden days of good queen 
Beſs. As to our old friends, the French, we 


have ſo often mauled them in the prime of their 


days, that, I believe, they have no more ſtomach 


for a game of war with us than the Spaniards ; 


and as they are now ſurrounded by many able 
gameſters, they mult be cautious how they move 


their 
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their men, leſt they leave a blot open. As ſoon 
as I received your letter, I read that part of it 
(without mentioning your name) to ſeveral land 
and ſea officers where we dined, which made ſome 
ſmile; and others, calculating the force you 
have at home, which, with the certainty of having 
every Engliſh ſailor, without bounty or preſſing, 
on the appearance of an invaſion, and a number 
of ſuch ſea commanders as the world beſides cannot 
produce, deſired me to tell my friend, he might reſt 
eaſy on that point, for there is force ſufficient at 
home to repel double the number that France and 
Spain can bring againſt you; and an old lieute- 
nant ſwore, that if you could not defend your 
pretty little frigates with ſuch a fleet, you deſerve 
to ſee them all manned by French and Spaniards ; 
but ſuppoſe the winds and the waves ſhould be 
againſt our fleet, and it were practicable for them 
to land without reſiſtance, beſides a fine train of 
artillery, you have ſeveral well diſciplined regi- 
ments, and between 3o and 40,000 militia men, in- 
ured to exerciſe, and who now know the uſe of their 
firelocks, and, beſides their own officers, you 
have got as good generals as I would wiſh to 
venture my life under, You will ſay, theſe men 
never were in actual ſervice, I have told you, 
that not one in twenty of our men here have ever 
been in action before; but when men know the 
uſe of their arms, and are well led on, they very 
| ſeldom _ 


(2) 
ſeldom deſert their Jeallers' and, as ours have 
dealt fo freely here with what you call our own 
fleſh and blood, I dare ſay, if an enemy lands 
amongſt you, they will not find a more tender 
reception ; but, beſides theſe, you may add many 
thouſands who can level a firelock ; and the great 
decreaſe of partridges and woodcocks evinces the 
great number of flying markſmen, who would far 
out do the American riflemen; and all the jolly 
fox-hunters would form themſelves into compa- 


| nies of light horſe; and as they can likewiſe 


ſhoot flying, I will warrant, if ſuch birds of paſ- 
fage ſhould land amongſt you, you will ſoon have 


occaſion to find them either graves or good Eng- 


liſh beef.—The train-bands of London I have 
not before mentioned, as they, I ſuppoſe, will on 
reſerved to defend the metropolis. : 


But ſuppoſe theſe wicked French and Spaniards 
ſhould come, and ſwallow up our ready caſh, 
bank, bank notes, and public ſecurity, by level- 
ling us with fire and ſword ; why then, my good 
friend, I would adviſe you all to follow the 
example of the Antient Britons, when the Ro- 


mans invaded them, and, inſtead of Wales, go to 
Scotland, where I promiſe that neither French 
or Spaniards will ever follow you; then you may 


think yourſelves happy that we ſtaid here, for we 
can ſend our tranſports and a fleet to protect you; 
| and 
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and when by degrees we have brought you all 


over, if you can bring our favourite family with 
you, of whom you ſeem ſo careful, when we are 
all got together we will fing, O be joyful. I pro- 
miſe, when we have finiſhed our job, that we ſhall 
have land enough to ſet you all up, and with our 
fleet and army bid defiance to all the Yankees, and 
begin a new world of our own. Now, I know, 


Sir, on reading this, notwithſtanding my care in 


planning ſo good a retreat for you, that you will 
ſay, I am got into one of my old rattling hu- 
mours : but, faith, my good friend, you deſerve 
it; for can you, and your humming patriots, think 


to perſuade us to leave ſuch a job unfiniſhed, and 


come home on ſuch a fool's errand as to ſave Qld 


England from the French and Spaniards; no, my 


good friend, as one of your great patriots ſaid in 
a great houſe, that we knew not how to make 
either peace or war, we are determined to convince 


you, that we know how to make war; after which, 


| hope you will indulge us with the privilege of 
making ſuch a peace as we think proper, and moſt 
agreeable to the conſtitulion of our patients. 


Tou look, Sir, on the national debt as a na- 
tional evil, and wiſn ſuch a ſcheme had never 
been planned; certainly, none but the poor have a 
right to object to it, as the rich are continually 
crouding their fortunes there, though they are al- 


ways grumbling at the ſecurity. As few know 


the 
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the riſe and progreſs of this kingdom better than 
you, pray conſider the profuſion of wealth that 
has been ſpread all over the land in cultivation, 
and baildings, ſince the commencement of this 


debt; the vaſt improvements that have been 


made in all the public roads, whereon, beſides the 


increaſe of mercantile traffick; there are thrice the 
number of carriages and ſplendid equipages ; ſur- 


vey the immenſe increaſe of buildings in the great 
metropolis, and all our manufacturing cities and 


towns; even Ireland, Scotland, both our Indies, 
and all our dependent places have felt it; and ſo 
great has been the increaſe of ready ſpecie, as if 


Jupiter, at the eſtabliſhing of this fund, had fell in 


love with Britannia, and continually kept ſhower- 
ing down gold into her lap. What has all this pro- 
ceeded from ? certainly from this grand magazine 


of credit, which, like ſo much ready money in 
purſe, ſtimulates our merchants to find out new 


reſources of trade, and, on every proſpect of gain, 


infuſe a ſpirit of induſtry into our manufacturers; 


it is this which enables them to import not only 
the neceſſaries, but all the valuable and tempring 


materials in the univerſe, which, by going through 
the hands of our induſtrious manufacturers and 


traders, provoke the wealthy to ſcatter their for- 
tunes amongſt the publick, from whence it fre- 
quently returns to the ſtock that produced it, for 


the emolument of the owner; like rich manure, 
which 


= Þ 
which maintains both the huſbandman and the 
ſoil that produced it. Such an Heſperian tree re- 
quires a watchful dragon to guard it; and he who 
lends a hand in pruning its branches muſt be a 
friend to his country; but it muſt be dangerous 
to ſtrike at the root, for the credit of a whole 


nation may be blaſted, by the means that have 


ruined many an individual. 


The low eſteem in which you hold Prime Mi- 
niſters would bear great weight with me, from a 
man of your known generoſity and benevolence, 
if I was not Certified, from experience, that 
ſuch ſentiments are inſeparable from the ſtile 
of a patriot ; though I always inclined to the pa- 
triots, till ſuch a number of them patronized No; 
45, and the American rebellion; yet no man 


ever heard me condemn Prime Miniſters, or 


the meaſures of government; I knew they were 
moved by ſprings that I could neither ſee nor judge 
of, and have ever been determined to act con- 
ſiſtent with the principles of our conſtitution, in 
condemning no man without ſound proof and fair 


trial. Indeed, Prime Miniſters ſeem to be a ſer 


of people, all over the world, as if ſingled out by 


princes to ſhield them from the envenomed ſhafts 


of their ſubjects. 
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a ſtrange impreſſion on me, when frequently hear- 
ing the people ſpeak of rapacious Miniſters, and 


ſtroying of them, by giving ſo much per head, as 
they did for foxes, pole- cats, and other ſuch ver- 


( 26 ) 


I remember, when I was a boy, that it made 


that the whole country would ſoon be ruined by 
them ; from whence I concluded, that they were 
ſome kind of devouring animals, and wondered 
that the Church-wardens did not encourage the de- 


min. 


Lou know no man is more free from any motive 


of partiality to government than I am; and, as 1 
paid for my commiſſion, I promiſe, that if for- 
tune and my ſword does not give me a fair title to 
preferment, that I will never beg for it; yet, will 
not ſuffer faction to prejudice me againſt the power 
{ ſerve, or blunt the edge of my ſword when com- 


manded by them to draw it. If Mammon be the 
deity that the Engliſh adore, I think they ought to 
pay ſome reverence to his high-prieſt; for all the 
wealth that this kingdom is poſſeſſed of, has been 


acquired under ſuch as have been called rapacious 


and wicked miniſters; nor can I recollect above 
one, in the ſpace of two hundred years, that was 
deemed honeſt, and he, poor gentleman, like 
many other honeſt men, could not find out the 
art either of enriching himſelf or his coun- 
try; nor, indeed, have I ever heard of any of 

theſe 
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theſe wicked ones that have done much for them- 
ſelves in that ſtation z whilſt ſome of our adven- 
turers abroad, and honeſt jobbers at home, have 
acquired more in one day, than many of the others 
have done in the whole courſe of their miniſtry; 
and ſuch men, after thus accumulating, have fre- 
quently, to ſave their bacon, directly houſed them- 
ſelves amongſt the patriots, and joined them in 


railing againſt a corrupt miniſtry : therefore, as 


theſe men can get but little more than the curſes 


of the public, with which they have always been 


moſt bountifully rewarded, if they are content 
with ſuch poor wages, and we can pet rich un- 
der them, I cannot ſee any occaſion either to 
change the breed or croſs the line; ſo they ſhall 
have my free conſent to keep on 1n the old way ; 
but then, I know your gravity and precaution will 
ſay, what will become of poſterity ? why, that 
was the very thing that the good old folks uſed to 
ſay ſome hundred years ago; but, thanks to Pro- 
vidence, their poſterity have done pretty well; 
and as to our national debt, we cannot expect a ſe- 
curity for it from above; nor can I ſee any great 
danger it is in if we are unanimous and induſtrious ; 
but if it ſhould fall of by degrees, and die of a 
gradual confumption, 140 millions 1s a good 
round ſum ; and we may comfort ourſelves as a 
poor fellow did that had an enormouſly fat 
wife he was very fond of, who thanked God, that 
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if things did go bad, his dear love would be a good 


while ſtarving. So, my good friend, 1 would 


adviſe you to reſign ſuch anxious cares about poſ- 
terity, and all ſuch things as are only in the hand 


of Providence, and beyond our power to prevent; 


for my part, I ſhall ever, beſides enjoying myſelf 
in a ſtate adaquate to my fortune, do every thing 
in my power for my family whilft I am with them, 
but ſhall never abridge myſelf of a bottle of wine, 


for fear ſome of my poſterity may be reduced to 


drink water. And as to your friends, the Ame- 
ricans, (whom you are ſo tender of) I aſſure you, 
had rather run the hazard of my life in bringing 
them to a juſt ſenſe of their own happineſs, than 
colour the point of my ſword with a drop of their 
blood, I look, Sir, on the conduct of theſe peo- 
ple, and the meaſures which our guardians have 


purſued to bring them to obedience, a matter which 


eſſentially concerns every Briton z; and as you 
have fo freely and warmly defended their meaſures, 


and ſtated dangers that may accrue from purſuing 
our conqueſt, I have endeavoured to diſpel ſuch 
gloomy apprehenſions as, I fear, have been eſta- 


bliſhed by party prejudice, which I know from 


experience is not eaſily eradicated. The tranquility 


I now enjoy, in regard to politics, chiefly derived 
from the laſt viſit I made my uncle, who, you 
know, 1s one of the happieſt country gentlemen in 
the kingdom, where, being for ſome time retired 

from 


. 
from the violence of party, the obſervations I 
made on ſame ſcenes which he introduced: me to, 
and his ſentiments on ſeveral occaſions, furniſhed 
me with cool reflections on the principles which 
formed ſuch a ſtate of happineſs in him.—I went 
down about the beginning of September, and, 
after ſpending a few days in ſprinkling ſome ſhot 
amongſt his partridges, he invited ſeveral of the 
neighbouring gentlemen to dine with him; and as 
the Great Patriot was then in bloom, being 
full fraught with every coffee-houſe argument in 
ſupport of the hero, I thought to have made a 
ſhining figure amongſt them, and, ſoon after din- 
ner, being impatient for the ſubject, began with, 
„ Pray, gentlemen, have any of you heard how 
Wh has ——” Here, my uncle darted a look 
which ſtruck me ſilent, and different topics en- 
gaged the afternoon's converſation, in which J had 
but little ſnare, being caſt from my darling ſubject. 
The next morning, at breakfaſt, I aſked my uncle, 
why he interrupted me ? and, after ſome pauſe, 
he began: Vill, (ſaid he) you were going to revive 
an unhappy ſubject, which, for ſome time, had 
intirely deitroyed the tranquility of our neigh- 
bourhood, and has been but lately reſtored : we 
uſed to live very happily, and in rotation dine with 
each other, till that great patriot appeared on the 
ſtage, when ſome of our neighbours, who are na- 
turally pretty ſanguine, collected from news- papers 
| -- 
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6 
and pamphlets ſuch a paſſion for him and his prin- 
ciples, that they would allow no man to have com- 


mon ſenſe, or common honeſty, that would not 
die for Wilkes and Liberty. I have had four or 


five of them in a morning come galloping to my 
houſe with different news-papers, holding up pa- 


ragraphs to me, with, Ah, there Sir, will you be 
convinced now? do not you ſee plainly, Sir, that 
we might as eaſily have taken Peru and Mexico 
from the Spaniards as we took Belliſle from the 


French, and have got as much money in one year 


as would have paid off our national debt? The 


French and Spaniards knew it, Sir, or they would 


not have given that Scotch rogue and his two ac- 
complices à million of money, for making ſuch a 
ſcandalous peace. Can you, Sir, or any man who 
has a regard for Old England, ſtand coolly by, af- 
ter all the blood and treaſure we have ſpent, and 
ſee his country bought and ſold, and tore to 
pieces, by ſuch a ſet of villains ; and muſt we ſee 
the honeſt man who diſcovered their roguery fall a 
victim to their revenge, and rot in a gao}, for no 


other crime on earth, but ſtanding forth as à true 


Briton, and ready to die fer his country ?? Thus 
they went on; and as moſt men are fond of pro- 
pagating their party principle, ſuch a ſpirit was 
diffuſed amongſt their credulous neighbours, ſer- 
vants, and tenants, {many of whom knew not 
whether Wilkes was man or beaſt, or could di- 
ſtinguiſh 


( 
ſtinguiſn between liberty, a puppet-ſhew, or a 
plumb- pudding) that they were all ready to die for 
Wilkes and Liberty ; and that the people might 
not be ruined with their eyes ſhut, a ſubſcription 
was raiſed to furniſh the alehouſes with all the 


proper news-papers. The Beckford's Head, in our 


village, uſed to be crowded about the time that 
the papers come in; but as they were all of the 
ſame ſide, they uſed to go off, after ſwallowing the 
news, their pint of beer, and curling all the rogues 
of ſtate, which the landlord obſerving, he artfully 


procured a journeyman taylor, who had an ever- 


laſting clack, to argue in favour of the miniſtry : 
this ſo far took effect, that the pour fellows were 
not only deluded to ſpend moſt of their time there, 


but continually brought in freſh forces to confute 


him; but he having an invincible tongue, and 


ſuſpecting him to be a Scotchman, they were 


were at laſt ſo exaſperated that they tell upon the 
poor fellow and halt killed him, for the good of 
their country; and though one of his arms was ren- 
dered uſeleſs for above half a year, there was not a 
Juſtice of Peace in the county that would hear 
him; for they were all of the ſame ſide, except 
one, and he did not think it worth while to diſpleaſe 
his neighbours by doing juſtice to a poor taylor. 
So, between the patriots and ſuch a ſet of magi- 
ſtrates, the poor fellow had a fine ſample of Eng- 
liſn liberty. A poor cobler in our village likewiſe 
fell a martyr to them; for their being but two, 


one 
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(32 ) 
one of them had a Laſt painted blue, and ſet in his 
window; and the other, on ſaying he knew nothing 
about Wilkes and Liberty, and would not alter the 


colour of his Laſt without knowing ſome reaſon 


for it, they deemed him directly one of the bad 
ſort, ſet up another cobler againſt him, and the 
Poor man was ſoon kept by the pariſh. The flame 


ſpread as violently amongſt the fair ſex, who, 
underſtanding that Wilkes had wrote a fine Eſſay 


on the Ladies, and ſeeing him ſo highly in favour 


with the men, would not venture to appear with- 


out a blue ribband, or ſomething to diſtinguiſh 
them of the right ſort, leſt they ſhould be deemed 


improper ſubjects to propagate a race that would 
die for Wilkes and Liberty, Whilſt we were in 


this ſtate, as our Vicar is much reſpected by us all, 


I requeſted that he on this occaſion would exert 
himſelf; but he prudently declined it, ſaying, he 


would not riſque the opinion he had eſtabliſhed, by 
oppoling it againſt ſuch a violent tempeſt ; © I look 
on it (ſays he) as a raging fever that will have its 
courſe, and ſoon either deſtroy the body that pro- 


| duced it, or leave it in a languid ſtate*. I ſoon 
found the doctor's remark, juſt ; but I really be- 


lieve, when this fever was at the height, that if 


any deſperate fellow had appeared and encouraged 


an inſurrection, that they might ſoon have brought 


it to as high a pitch as the rebellion of Tyler and 


Cade; which make me deem thoſe men the worſt 
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of incendiaries, who, to ſatiate their own turbu- 
lent tempers, thus wickedly inflame the hearts of 
the people. It gave me much anxiety to find the 
ſpirit of liberty fo far prevail, that I could not 
tive on friendly terms with my neighbours, without 
ſacrificing the privilege of even thinking; and, 

ſeveral of us, who differed in ſentiments from 
them, finding it impoſſible to keep up ſocial friend- 
ſhip, withdrew from their company; when, for 
want of oppoſition, after many months ſeperation, 
the Name began by degrees to cool; at which time 
the worthy Baronet, who repreſents us in parlia- 
ment, came into the country, and as we all know 
that he has nothing ſo much at heart as the happi- 
neſs of his conſtituents, and the good of his coun- 
try, he has ever bore great weight with us; he, 
on finding ſuch a diviſion, with great good nature 
was indefatigable in bringing about a reconcilia- 


tion; and by many arguments from his own know- 
| ledge of the hiſtory of the hero they eſpouſed, 


and the men and their motives who ſet him up as 
a public inſtrument, he ſo f.r prevailed, that he 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing union reſtored, and ac» 
cordingly we dined altogether at my houſe, where 
it was unanimouſly agreed to veſt me (being ſcnior) 
with full power to ſilence, by a ſignal, any argument 
that might appear to revive our former diſcord, 

which has ſometimes created-much mirth ; but I 


have frequently obſerved, that the ſpirit of liberty 
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can ſcarce be kept within the bounds of decency. 
Peace being thus reſtored between the men, the 


ladies ſoon followed our example, and accepted of 
an invitation from my wife, where meeting and 
Joining in their former friendly compliments, as 
they came without their party colours, one of them 
propoſed for each to ſend home for her ribbands; 


which, after giving her reaſon for it, being agreed 


to, they all ſet to work, and on a large diſh, with 
twigs and ſplinters, erected a pretty little pyramid ; 

and when the ribbands arrived, they took both 
Orange and Blue, and fo neatly adorned it, that it 


looked as fine as a May-day garland ; and compoſed 


the following little air on the occaſion : 


c Let Courtiers and Wilkites, and ſuch wrangling elves, 
„For places and penſions contend by themſelves : 
To deſtroy our ſweet concord they'll find it in vain, 


For united in friendſhip we'll ever remain.“ 


Being all perfect in it, and agreeing in a tune, they 


put the pyramid on a large oval table, when ſet- 

ting fire to it, they joined hand- in- hand, and ſung 
and danced round it, till the emblems of conten- 
tion were quite conſumed. As the poor taylor, 


who was the only champion that dared publicly 
eſpouſe the cauſe of government, and the poor 
cobler, had been ſuch great ſufferers by the con- 
teſt, they collected ten guineas for the taylor, and 
the cobler, being an old Es AS of good cha- 
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rafter, dejected by his ſudden change of fortune, 
and almoſt ſuperanuated, they ſettled a weekly 
allowance on him for life, 


« Our former tranquility being thus reſtored, I 
was obliged, by my commiſſion, to check you when 
you mentioned the name of Wilkes; and as you 
ſee, Will, (ſaid my uncle on what ſlender mo- 


tives men when formed in a junto) will give up 


their friends, let me adviſe you to be ever cau- 


tious of ſacrificing your principles to other men's 


intercits or paſſions; there is a pride too inherent 


in mankind to perſevere in any thing they have 
once made an appearance in; I have known men, 


even in private conteſts, who at firſt have engaged 


with indifference; but when they been encreaſed 


by numbers, and roſe to a party affair, ſlander and 
perjury have become familiar to them, National 
party frequently originates from thoſe whoſe un- 
bounded pride can brook neither laws nor men 


that are a bar to their ambition; for when ſuch 


begin, they are ſoon joined by others whoſe na- 
tural focd is contention, and are ever ready to fall 


in with that ſet which can furniſh them with the 


moſt ample eniertainment; and as there are ſuch 
numbers who have neither judgment nor appetite 
of rheir own, but joia haſtily in the firſt up- 
roar, it is not to be wondered that this Wilkite 
diſturbance roſe to ſo high a pitch.“ Here, we were 
interrupted by a ſervant, who entered and told him, 
I'S that 
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6 
that Levi, the pedler, begged to know if he 
wanted any thing. Shew him up,” faid he. When 
the Jew entered, my uncle deſired him to open his 
ſhop, and, after ſome pleaſantry on the arts which 


are frequently practiſed by ſuch traders, he put 


ſeveral trinkets into his pockets to give his tenants? 
daughters; after agreeing and paying for them, he 


bade him go down and refreſh himſelf. When 
Levi turned about, we obſerved the ſkirt of his 
coat half tore of.. How came your coat tore ſo?” 
ſaid my uncle. Sir, (ſaid he) ſuch a gentleman, 


(naming him) ſer his dog at me, for ſelling a pair 


of buckles to one of his footmen.? O, poor man, 
there is a ſhilling for a pair of ſciſſars, preſent them 


to my houſe-maid, and ſhe will mend it for you.” 


When Levi departed, I aſke& my uncle, if he 
did not think encouraging ſuch idle men an op- 
preſſion to fair trade? * Indeed, Will, (ſaid he) I 

think it rather an encouragement to fair trade z 
nor can he be deemed idle; for I dare ſay the poor. 
man frequently walks twenty miles a day with 


that heavy box at his back for a very bare living. 


I never look on theſe men as Jews, but as fellow. 
creatures, made with the fame appetites, which; 

equally require ſubſiſtence ; therefore give ſome. 

_ encouragement to ſupport them in the line of. 


life which it has pleaſed Providence to caſt them- 
in, leſt, by inſults and negle&, they ſhould be 


induced to forteit that life by acts injurious to 
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end in making us uſeful to each other, has formed 


us with different inclinations. From ſome obſer- 


vations which I have made, I believe it would be 


as violent a ſtruggle againſt nature, for ſome men 


to confine themſelves to manual labour, as it would 


be for others to refrain from it; yet each, by pro- 


per application of their talents, may be equally 
uſeful to the public, which is inſtanced in theſe 
poor travelling pedlars ; for by continvally ftrolling 
about and expoſing their wares, they provoke a 
trade extraordinary, and are the means of keeping 
many thouſands employed whoſe talents are adapt- 
ed to retired application: even the common ballad- 
ſingers may be more uſeful in that way than their 


natural caſt would permit them to be in any other; 
for by conſtantly chaunting their ſongs about, there 


are ten times more ſold than if confined to book- 
ſellers ſhops ; whieh, in ſome degree, adds to the 
rag-merchant, the paper-maker, the printer, and 


the ſtationer ; each of which have their uſes, and, 
like ſmall fibres in the human body, aſſiſt in giving 
motion and circulation to the whole; therefore, 


to interrupt them in a ſtate they are contented with, 
and uſeful to the public, is acting in direct oppo- 
ſition to that liberty we pretend to maintain. This 
poor Levi is another inſtance of the evil which 


ariſes from party connection; that neighbour of 


mine, who ſo abuſed him, bears the character 
ä of 


8 


of a violent patriot; and as he intends next elec- 


tion to offer himſelf a candidate to our neighbour- 
ing city (that mag: z ine of fraud and oppreſſion) 
he, in compliment to the citizens, is continually 
abuſing theſe poor travelling traders. There is 


one great patriot amongſt them that deals in hard- 


ware, and ſuch trinkets as they do, who is con- 
tinually teaſing the magiſtrates and members of 


parliament for a law to baniſh all ſuch thieves, as 


he terms the pedlers and Jews; but my maids ſay, 


they had much rather deal with their chapman 


Levi, than ſuch a Chriſtian as he is. 


wy innigzine, Will, when our forefathers ſingled 


out men, and inveſted them with ſo great a truſt 


as the eſtabliſhing laws on which their very ex- 


iſtence depended, and by which each individual 


expected both his perſon and property lawfully 
protected, that ſuch an act as my neighbour's _ 
would not have preferred a man to ſo delicate a 
truſt ; but ſo high a paſſion for parliament did 
not then prevail, as to ſacrifice the principles 
which ought to prefer them to that ſtation by an 
act of tyranny on a ſingle ſubje&, to oblige a 
corporation. I have in my time ſeen many can- 


didates, whoſe chief talents were penetration in 


diſcovering and ſecuring agents whoſe principles 
were beſt adapted for cementing parties, and play- 


ing the vileſt tricks on the public; in return for 
Which 
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| which, they. have received the inſtructions of ſucli 
agents to act in conjunction, and go through any 


thing to obtain their ends; from which obſerva- 
tion, I have made party conteſt the trueſt barome- 


ter to judge of the natural principles of men. 


| « ] will relate to you a Gngular inflance. of party 


abuſe lately acted in our neighbouring corpora- 


tion: A man, in good credit, on ſufficient, proof 


of his being defrauded of a large ſum by a noted 


culprit, proſecuted him; the offender being. con- 


"nected in a party, and related to one of the alder- 


men, a remarkable buſy agent in elections, he, in 


conjunction with the reſt of the party tribe, (who | 


were all true-blues) were determined to wade 


through all, and, if poſſible, bring him off with 


bonour , as the firſt ſtep, the attorney that 
the proſecutor employed, was brought over to 
betray his truſt, which was ſoon diſcovered ; then 


every engine was ſet to work to procure the in- 


jured man's neareſt friends to perſuade him to ſub- 
mit it to arbitration, which he abſolutely denied 


them. The alderman, in whom it was the higheſt 


piece of impertinence to make a requeſt of ſuch 
conſequence to a man independent (except in trade) 
of him and every one, continually kept teaſing 
him; and being joined by numbers, the plaintiff, 
leſt the public ſnould imagine he depended more 
on the power of the law than the juſtice of his 
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eite reſigned it entirely to him, the alderman 
guilefully declaring his impartiality; and preſſing 


it, by aſſuring him it was the earneſt deſire of tht 


friends on both fides, that he ſhould decide it: 
conſent being obtained, in leſs than two hours He 
procured the attornies on each ſide at his own 


huſe, and they before being privy to his deſign, 


came with the inſtruments of releaſe in their pock- 


ets: from his own houſe the alderman went to 


the plantiff*s, and, in perſon, from thence led him 
under his own roof, and there not only cut him 
off from every ſhilling, but to give it a favourable 
appearahce ty his relation, who got great part of 


his living by ſuch practices, caſt all the law charge 
on him; at the ſame time fo conſcious of his in- 


famy, that he propoſed to the plaintiff to fign a 


bond never to mention any thing concerning it. 


The defendant's attorney, a very Boneſt man, 4 


member of the corporation, and a penſioner to 
that honourable body, had his bill ready drawn 


out in the alderman's houſe, and demanded the 
money as punctually as if it had been gaol fees, 
The plaintiff ſome time after, on ſceing a charge 
of two guineas given to a counſellor, for anſwer- 
ing a bill in Chancery, ſurmiſed, from many cir- 
cumſtances, that no ſuch ſervice had been exe- 
cuted, and judging the culprit to be ſo old a ſtager 


that he knew, by frequent application, as much 


of the law againſt ſuch offences as any coun- 
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64 
to defend it, but relied entirely on his party to 
redeem him; the plaintiff, therefore, went to 
the attorney, and (as he had paid for it) demanded 
a ſight of the copy, which was abſolutely denied; 
and though the plaintiff charged him with his ſuſ- 
picion, and publicly ſpoke of it, yet he never vin- 
dicated himſelf by producing the counſellor's ac- 
knowledgment (who lived in the neighbourhood) 
of having for ſuch ſervice received ſuch money; 
from whence the plaintiff ſurmiſed (there being ſo 
good an underſtanding between the attornies) that 
the charge was made to defraud and deceive him 
with an appearance of the ſuit's being carried on 
but all this was not ſufficient ; for having taſted the 
lamb's blood, as the plaintiff publicly complained 
of the abuſe, being not able to vindicate it, the 
genius of the whole party was united in ſtudying 
every method of abuſe and defamation ; low peo- 
ple were employed to abuſe him at his own door, 
and other places; and having a printer of their 
own party, and of their own ſtamp, his preſs be. 
came the mean receptacle of every anonymous 
ſlander they could inyent. As they knew the man 
was capable of charging them with ſuch an act of 
fraud and treachery, they were ſo ſtruck with guilt, 
that they practiſed the moſt ſordid methods to hide 
themſelves from him. The injured perſon was at 
this time concerned in a bond of conſequence for 


a joint purchaſe with fifteen others, eleven of whom 
f | G | were 
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were of the corporation, and five of them alder- 


men, with the little gentleman at their head; the 


bond was ſealed, and ſigned with each man's hand; 


and though there can be no difference between 
forging a perſon's name to a bond, and eraſing a 
name from one, when it is done to defraud, 


yet they abſolutely eraſed his name from it, and 


another man's name was placed in its ſtead ; yet, 


though it could not be done without their mutual 


conſent, each ſeparately, when charged, denied be- 
ing concerned in it; which ſhews, when men have 
engaged in a bad act, how deſperately they will 
wade through every thing to accompliſh their 
wicked ends. 


There were not leſs than three of the vileſt per- 


juries procured from men who were objects beneath 
the law ; nor could any thing, except murder to 
conceal robbery, exceed the actions of this united 


body ; nay, the man (who never was known to 


engage in a mean act, and had ſpirit to ſtand or 


fall before a world of open enemies) had the mor- 
tification to ſee a number of men, who had ever 
profeſſed an inviolable friendſhip for him, baſcly 
on this occaſion ſlink behind him ; and as they had 
been wrought on to perſuade him to the arbitra- 
ment, to ſcreen themſelves, endeavoured to palliate 


the fraud; and ſuch a general meanneſs ran through 


the citizens, thoſe ſons of liberty, tho? conſcious 
there 
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there could not be a more vile innovation, on pro- 
perty, they ſo far dreaded to offend the cor- 


PIER. that not one in ten dared openly to con- 


The little gentleman being loaded with ho- 
nour for ſa high a ſtroke in party politicks, became 
ſoon inſpired with a more exalted ſcheme, and on 
the approach of the election got printed hand- 


bills diſtributed, deſiring the citizens to met at 


the Court-hall, and there (notwithſtanding the pro- 
viſion the law has made to ſecure the independence 
of elections) he, with the aſſiſtance of the reſt of 


his brethren, who ought to have been the laſt men 
to urge an influence, modeſtly deſired the citizens 
to ſign their names in favour of his patron; 


and ſeveral of the corporation becoming prece- 
dents to ſuch a glorious ſpecimen of liberty, 


they abſolutely allured ſeveral unwary people; 


and the little alderman, from the abundance 


of his own conſequence, judging the citizens inca- 
pable of chuſing for themſelves, aſſured them pub- 


licly in the Court- hall, that there was not @ man in 
the world that they ought to prefer before his friend; 
yet, notwithſtanding ſuch a public inſult „they 
all got ſafe to their houſes, without any attempt 
being made to tar and feather them, 
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Ihe injured man, whom I ſhall ever value for 
ſo high a piece of public juſtice, as he proſecuted 
the offender to convince him he would not be de- 
frauded, determined to expoſe the little worſhipful 
who brought him off; and, notwithſtanding the 
united force of their corporation party, their ut- 
moſt endeavours to deſtroy both his credit and his 
trade, and all the vile ſlanders in print, and the 
perjuries they procured, he publicly, in print, with 
his name ſigned to it, charged him with his decep- 
tion and fraud, and challenged him to ſubmit to a 
fair and public hearing of his conduct, before ſome 
neighbouring country juſtices, the moſt favourable 
tribunal on earth that could be pointed out for 


him. The ſum in diſpute was an hundred pounds, 


which was little regarded by the man, in compari- 
ſon of the manner in which he was ſo worſbipfully 


tricked out of it; and if the alderman could have 


proved, that he had not as firm a title to recover it 


by law as if there had been a bond for it, he would 


have reſted ſatisfied. But as he and his party 
knew, that an attempt to defend would expoſe the 
whole; and judging it as neceſſary to ſupport the 


credit of a uſeful minon as a merchant, he having 


ſo well acquitted himſelf as a city juſtice, from ſuch 
merit, and the art of currying ſome men's hobby 
horſes, they determined to confirm him a double 


juſtice, and advanced him to a ſeat amongſt the 
very men whom he was challenged to ſtard before 


to 
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to juſtify himſelf. Let every one, who regards the 
ſafety of his property and reputation, ſeriouſly 
conſider when he views this man advanced to a 
ſeat of juſtice, without attempting to vindicate his 
reputation, after being publicly charged in print 
with betraying his neighbour, beguiling him of 
an hundred pounds, and attempting to bind him 
under hand and ſeal never to diſcover it, and with 
eraſing his name from a bond; all theſe charges 
made againſt him by a man in credit, that had been 
a citizen above thirty years, Who never in his life 
had a mean contention with any man, and whoſe 
character had ever ſtood irreproachable till ſo vile 


an act created ſuch a party to defend it by flander 


and perjury—whether fuch a man ought to be 
placed on another bench of juſtice, and doubly 
veſted with power to puniſh a poor criminal, who, 
through neceſſity, may be urged to ſteal a loaf! 
As the power and purity of our laws, when juſtly 


; executed, protects us in our property, and puniſhes 


the invaders of it, the magiſtrate muſt be a double 


traytor to his country, who ſtands between a ſub- 


ject and the law to protect an offender. I have 
obſerved many men, Will, who, whilſt they have 
purſued the tract they were bred in, without doing 
either good or evil, or turning either to the right 
or left, have acquired the character of very honeſt 
men; but when — has excited either their 

intereſt 
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intereſt or ambition, nature has directly ſtarted to re- 


ceive it; like ſeeds which have lain dorment in the 


earth, and long retained their ſeminal virtues, but 
when moved by the plough-ſhare, and indulged by 
a kindly ſeaſon, then the nature e of the ſeed and the 


© T have often reflected on what motives ſuch 


baneful inſtruments as Corporation Charters could 


be granted in a land of liberty, which, in my opi- 
nion, anſwer no end but the collecting one part of 
the people in a body, and giving them a power to 


abuſe the reſt; who, whilſt they are picking the 
pockets of his Majeſty's ſubjects, throw duſt in 

their eyes, by railing . againſt government and 
wicked rapacious miniſters of ſtate,” * But, fir, 
(faid J) do you not think they are requiſite to keep 
peace and good order amongſt the people ?? © In 


truth, Will, I do not; and if you will conſider 


what is done by one active magiſtrate at the weſt 
end of London, amongſt ſo many hundred thou- 
ſands of people, I believe you will ſtand con- 
vinced, that a dozen worſhips in a ſmall corpora- 


tion, or borough, can anſwer no end, but giving 
them a preſumtive power over their neighbours, 
and terrifyng them with the force of their united 


body.“ + But, fir, (ſaid I) I ſuppoſe you did 
not talk in that ſtile when you repreſented our 


neighbouring corporation in parliament.“ “ No, 
Fee : Will, 
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Will, I did not, but from thence I diſcovered, that 
it would be for the good of the country, if ſuch a 
ſet of wretched corporation miniſters were entirely 
extirpated from the land. And as it may be an 


uſeful admonition to you, I will give you the facts 


on which I founded my opinion: Soon after I came 
to my fortune, being connected with a young gen- 


tleman equally deſirous of ſhining in life, we were 


waited on by ſeveral of the corporation, aldermen 
and commoners, brewers, wine and brandy mer- 
chants, tavern-keepers, and others, who having 
an high opinion of our virtue, earneſtly requeſted 
that we would repreſent them in parliament. As 
to the two gentlemen that had offered themſelves, 
they told us, the people did not look on them as 
the right ſort; and as they were determined to have 
true patriots, aſſured us, that if we would ſtart againſt 
them, they would promife us a very eaſy heat. 
Thus encouraged, after receiving a plan for pro- 
ceeding from the mayor, we ſent a ſpecial addreſs 
to this commanding officer of the city, humbly 
begging that he would excuſe our preſumption, in 
requeſting his worſhip to prevail on the honourable 
body corporate, over which he preſided, to give 
us leave, at the grand tavern, to offer our moſt 


_ zealous ſervices to defend, in parliament, the lawful 


rights and privileges of a corporation of ſuch con- 
ſequence to the nation, at a time ſo perilous, when 
the liberties of the ſubject ſtood in imminent danger 
from the invading power of a corrupt and wicked 


miniſtry, 


0) 


_ miniſtry. In a few days we received for anſwer, 
that, from the high opinion the public entertained 
of our principles as patriots, they (the corporation 
who preſided over them) had conſented to hear 
on a certain day, at the hour of one, our appli- 
cation in the public court-hall, and from thence 
adjourn to the tavern. On this invitation, we ſent 
each of us a buck from our parks, ſeveral leverets, 


and about 20 brace of partridges, humbly ſolicit- 
ing his worſhip to order ſome truſty perſon to ſeek. 


out for a caterer of eminence to provide and ſu- 


perintend an entertainment adequate to the honour 
of ſuch reſpeQable gueſts. Notice being given, 


that we intended to make a public entry, we were 


met by about four hundred zealous citizens at 


near ſix miles from the city, who had waited ſe- 
veral hours for our arrival, and, as all the ale- 


houſes were opened on this occaſion by their or- 
ders, they were prepared to give us that joyous 
reception which is natural to ſons of freedom, 


which coſt us only 67 pounds. On advancing our 
march, we were much impeded by many whom 
zeal and brandy had fo inſpired, that we could 
ſcarce keep them from under our horſes feet. Within 


three miles of the city we came to an ale-houſe, 


before which were placed ſeveral long tables, with 
buttocks of beef, hams, tongues, bottles of wine, 
brandy, gin, &c. and as our troops had not been 
in actual ſervice for ſeven years before, after ſo 


hard a march they had occaſion for refreſhment. 
Here 
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Here we ſtaid as long as time would permit, but, 


when the word was given to march, we found that 


half our company were inſeparable from the beef 
and brandy ; and, as the other half would admit 
of no impediment, they filled their pockets with 
proviſions, and, armed with bottles of gin and 
brandy in their hands, frequently ſtaggered up, 


and inſiſted on my taking a dram to Liberty ; ſo, 


when we reached the ſuburbs, we could muſter 


but 72, the reſt lying by the way-ſide. Being 
now joined by a number of country gentlemen i in 
our intereſt, we made up a handſome cavalcade, 


and, as humble candidates, when we entered the 
city, we rode uncovered, and being both young 
fellows, neglected that reſpect which was due to 


the mob, by continually bowing to the ladies, who 


crouded the windows, and indeed gave us a moſt 


chearful reception, by repeatedly waving their lily 


hands and violet hankerchiefs, crying, Liberty! 
Liberty l' and notwithſtanding the violent clamour, 


we could frequently hear them ſay, La, what 


two fine young gentlemen they are! well, if ever 
I ſaw two ſuch ſweet young gentlemen in all my 
life? and indeed my heart returned their compli- 
ments; for the city was bleſſed with ſuch a number 
of fine women, that it appeared as if all the 


| beauties in the county had been collected to tempt 


us to repreſent them in parliament. My attention 
being ſo engaged, on riding near a projected bulk, 
H "© drunken 


( 90) 
a drunken cobler leaped up behind me, and put- 
ting his hat on my head, after faſtening it on 
with a ſwinging thump, and clapping me on the 
back, cried out, Liberty! liberty! ſtick to li- 
berty, my boy, and I'il ſpend every ſhilling to 
back you.“ Being diſengaged from the cobler, 
we ſoon approached the court-hall, where every 
proper ceremony was adjuſted for introducing us; 
as my grandfather had repreſented the ſame cor- 
poration, I had in my poſſeſſion the ſpeech 
he had formerly made them on a like occaſion, 


and being pretty perfect in it, and having a to- 


lerable delivery, I hoped to have given a good 
ſpecimen of my elocution, but, at the appearance 
of ſuch an awful aſſembly, confeſs I was ſtruck 


with ſuch a tremor, that I believe I made but an 
indifferent figure; however, I got through, but 


was ſtill more confounded to fee them gaping at 
each other for above ten minutes, and not a ſingle 
word directed to us. At laſt, one of the aldermen, 
who had formerly been an apothecary to our family, 
ſtood up, and relieved my anxiety : Gentlemen, 
(ſaid he) I know the gentleman; I have often 
purged him, gentlemen; and I have often bled 
him, gentlemen ; and, I can aſſure you, he is 
good blood, gentlemen; and if you will take my 
word for it, gentlemen, he is the only man in the 
world to repreſent us in parliament,” This favour- 
able ſpeech being ended, the whole bench moſt 
gracefully 


. 9 . 5 
n 
P 
n 8 WS 

1 ˙ ES 


13 


gracefully inclined their heads to me; and finding 
they were as cautious of ſpeaking in public to me 
as I was to them, we adjourned to a tavern; where, 


after two or three glaſſes, we became very ſocia- 
ble. The mayor, on hearing of the cobler's free- 


dom to me, ordered him dire&ly to be publicly 
whipt; and on my pleading, for mercy, * O, fir, 
(faid he) he is a ſaucy fellow; he frequently plays 
his wit off on the common citizens ; but, as we 
look on you now as one of ourſelves when he 
exerciſes his wit on any of «s, we make him ſen- 
ſible of the reſpect that is due to the gentlemen 
of the corporation.” ' Here we were called aſide, 
and introduced to a gentleman in another room, 
who told us, that he was an alderman and city 
chamberlain, and that the corporation, by general 
conſent, had given him leave to preſent us, as gen- 
tlemen of ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit, with the free- 
dom of their antient city. After returning moſt 
grateful acknowledgments for ſo high an honour, 
(as he kept bowing in a manner which expreſſed 
a meaning) we aſked him, if any expence attended 
it? No, gentlemen, it is a free gift of the cor- 
poration, except a—compliment to the chamber- 
lain ; the chamberlain, gentlemen—is a—an officer 
of ſome conſequence—as the town ſerjeants, city 
officers, city tenants, and many charitable dona- 
tions, are eſtabliſhed by Vis intereſt the com- 
mon purchaſe for the freedom is a—twenty pounds, 
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but When given honorary, is a—given at eiten. 
but a come, gentlemen—let us join company, and 
drink ſucceſs to the election.“ Finding we were 
ranked as freemen of honour, we conſulted what 
preſent we ſhould give to this officer of conſequence, 
adequate to his high ſtation and the intereſt he 
bore. The mayor did us great honour in ap- 


pointing a proper conductor, and every thing for 


dinner was provided and diſpoſed in the moſt ele- 
gant manner; and, after the table was cleared, 
(the claret and 'rack punch being very good) 
many ſpirited toaſts went round, to thoſe worthy 
patriots who ſtood ready to ſpend their fortunes 


fer the good of their country. His worſhip, the 


mayor, aſked me, if 1 knew that rogue, the Prime 


| Miniſter; and being anſwered in the affirmative, 
Well, fir, (ſaid he) before you go through one 
| ſeſſions, I hope you will give a vote to hang that 


there fellow: if I could live to fee that there fel- 
low hanged up, I ſhould leave the world in ſome 


hopes of poſterity. Come, gentlemen, charge 
Silence, gentlemen—Here 


is a ſpeedy junction between that rogue's neck 


and a ſtrong halter; if any of you know caule, 
or juſt impediment, why theſe two ſhould not 


publickly be joined together at Tyburn, you are 


to declare it.” After ſome filence, the clerk to the 


juſtices ſtood up, and teſtifyed their conſent nemine 


contredicente. © Then, off with your bumpers, gentle- 
| men,“ 


\ 


(3) 


men, ſaid the mayor; which was concluded with 
three thundering huzzas. My friends had pru- 
dently reſerved the leverets and patridges to make 
up a ſupper, which was ſerved up with great 
decency ; after which they grew quite warm 
and zealous in the cauſe of liberty, and ſeemed 
tranſported with the proſpect of having two 
ſuch honourable gentlemen to repreſent "het, 
After ſpending our time in this manner till about 
three in the morning, we were invited by the 
mayor to his houſe ; and after giving an admoni- 
tion to the young common councilmen not to 
keep late hours, we departed with full aſſurance 
of ſucceſs. 


Next morning we propoſed making a general 
canvas among the citizens, likewiſe to pay our re- 
ſpects to the ladies; and as his worſhip had given us 
ſuch countenance, we begged of him to ſtrengthen 
our application; but he aſſured us, there would 
be no occaſion for it. You ſee, gentlemen, (aid 
he) that the corporation appear to be with you; 
and as we are the leading people, who have ſuch 
power and influence, I believe you may reit ſatis- 
fied :—if you think proper, you may give the la- 
dies of the corporation à ball; and, as to other 
matters, I ſhall endeavour to guide you in the 
eaſieſt manner to avoid ſuch expences as frequently 
attend elections. Being entertained by his wor- 
| ſhip, 


1 


ſhip, after dinner ſeveral of the aldermen drapped 
in to enquire after our healths, and the bottle go- 
ing freely round, his worſhip's lady ſaid, * My 


dear, I believe we muſt ſoon repleniſh our ſtock, 
for, on this occaſion, we ſhall have a number of 
viſitors, and I ſhall not care to ſee our cauſe 
ſtarved. From which we took the hint, and, in 
the evening, moſt humbly begged that his worſhip 


would not ſuffer us to intrude on his cellar, but 


permit us, on this occaſion, to ſend in a few ham- 
pers of ſuch wine as we drank for our own uſe, 


Conſent, with great difficulty and ſeeming reluc- 
| tance, being obtained, we wrote to our wine- 
merchant to ſend directly a hogſhead of claret, 
one of madeira, one of port, and one of liſbon ; 

and that we might go off with the prayers of the 
poor, we propoſed to his worſhip, giving ten guineas 


to the rector of each pariſh, to be divided at their 


diſcretion among ſuch families as might be in dif- 


ſtreſs, and whoſe ſpirit would not permit them to 
receive a public gift; likewiſe, ten guineas to the 


church-wardens, to be given amongſt their poor. 


To this his worſhip ſtrongly objected, ſaying, that 


as all public donations paſſed through the hands of 


the corporation, it might give umbrage ; adding, 
that on public occaſions, they ſummoned the citi- 
zens by hand-bills to the court-hall, to give in 
their charities ; and, as corporations are guided both 


by charter and cuſtom, * obſerve, Sir, (ſaid he) the 


many charities that wiſe and pious people, from 
a high 
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a high opinion of corporation honour and honeſty, 


have intruſted us with ; from which, Sir, you may 
judge, that the citizens will chuſe none but men of 


the ſtricteſt probity for ſo weighty a charge; and 


as we are choſe by a majority, thoſe who diſſent 
from us on public occaſions, are deemed rebels to 
their own confciences and their own magiſtrates. 
If you, Sir, will come to our great church on a Sun- 
day, you will be convinced of the great eſteem we 
ftand in, by the fine bows that my lord biſhop 
and all the gown-men make to us; therefore, as 
we have the power of placing or turning out all 
city officers, tenants, &c. and ſuch conſtant ap- 


plications are made to us by the citizens for cha- 


rities, and many other favours, it may greatly 


prejudice your intereſt to ſlight ſuch a reſpectable 


body, by putting it into the hands of parſons and 


church-wardens; but you may place the money 
with me, and I'll take care it ſhall be diſpoſed of 


1n the moſt charitable manner to eſtabliſh your 
intereſt.” Finding every thing muſt go through his 


hand, we gave him the money, and bills neceſſary 


to pay for our entertainment, muſic, bell-ringers, 
and all the conſequences of our cavalcade ; and, 


according to his advice, ſet off early in the morn- 


ing to our ſeats, where we imagined to reſt in ſe- 


curity till the day of election; but in about ten 


days, we received a moſt alarming expreſs from 
our friends, aſſuring that the orange party were 
| under- 
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undermining us, that the candidates were two of 
the rankeſt Whigs in the kingdom, and therefore 
begged of us, for God's ſake, if we had any re- 
gard for our country, to come directly and fave it. 
To avoid giving our friends a ſecond trouble of 
meeting us, we went privately, in the Evening, to 
His worſhip! 8 houſe, and having laid in ſo good a 
ſtock, thought to haye made it our quarters; but 
he having a tender regard to our ſucceſs, ac- 
quainted us that the inn-keepers were men of con- 


ſiderable intereſt, and that it might give them 


umbrage if we lodged at a Private houſe on ſo 
public an occaſion. On this we retired to a prin- 
cipal inn, where his worſhip politely condeſcended 
to ſup with us and adviſe in our proceedings. 


Next morning we were viſited by two 


REG (there being four in the city, who have 


a very good e ee except on elections, 


at which times they prudently divide, to keep a 


ballance of power between court and country ;) 
thele gentlemen told us they were capital brewers, 
abſolute landlords of above forty houſes in the 
city, all licenſed by the corporation, with whom 
they were upon good terms; that their tenants 
were all freemen, entirely at their diſpoſal, who 
knew they muſt be turned out if they did not 
vote for liberty and property; * therefore, gen- 
tlemen, (ſaid one of them) from the high opinion 
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we entertain of your patriotic principles, they are 
all at your ſervice, and you may begin to open 
them as ſoon as you pleaſe. On this friendly 
proffer, we humbly begged their advice when 
and how to proceed with them. * Why, gentle- 
men, the ſooner the better; the orange party 
opened two laſt night, and I dare fay, if you ſet off 
with ſpirit, that you will ſoon knock them up; 
therefore, I advife you to begin boldly, and open 
four to night; and ſo go on, then you will ſee how the 
common people ſtand for you. To this we con- 
ſented, and requeſted the favour of them to appoint 
the houſes, and let us know the ſigns, that we 
might viſit our friends in the height of their mirth. 
At their departure, in came four haberdaſhers, 
who told us, they had always been in the intereft 
of the country, and that it provoked them to ſee 
ſo many about with orange coloured cockades, 
without any blue to oppoſe them; for, Sir, (ſay 
they) a great many will incline to the ſide they 
think ſtrongeſt, and judge that to be ſo which 
makes the greateſt appearance in ribbands.“ If 
that be the caſe, pray, gentlemen, ſtand our 
friends, and furniſh our party dire&ly with proper 
colours. On hearing our opponents were very buſi- 
ly employed, and being now joined by ſome neigh- 
bouring gentlemen, who were good cuſtomers to 
the citizens, we proceeded on our canvas. Our 
firſt application was to the mayor, begging of 

5 1 his 
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his worſhip, as principal magiſtrate, to give ſpi- 
rit to our canvas by perſonal appearance; which 
he modeſtly declined, ſaying, it would be looked 
on as influencing the people; but, you know my 
mind, gentlemen, and I wiſh you ſucceſs.“ I was 


much ſurpriſed to find ſuch a coolneſs amongſt 


many of our corporation friends; ſeveral of whom 


called us aſide, and told us, that the orange party 


were ſo ſpiteful againſt any man in trade who voted 
againſt them, that they loſt ſeveral cuſtomers the 
laſt election; therefore, had reſigned their votes 
to the diſpoſal of their wives, that they might not 
be upbraided by them with injuring their families. 
The ladies would not abſolutely promiſe us ; but 
received our addreſs with a politeneſs that de- 
manded a grateful return; and having a relation, 
an India Captain, juſt arrived, who had gocd luck 
in landing his goods, we procured a number of 
fine chints, taffaties, muſlins, and a large quantity 
of handkerchiefs ; and one of the aldermen being 
a ſilverſmith and jeweller, after making up a num- 


ber of aſſortments, we were inſtructed by the 


mayor's lady (who could ſcarce be prevailed on to 
receive any) in the moſt delicate manner of pre- 
ſenting them to the ladies. In the evening we 
went round to viſit our friends at the ale-houſes, 


where we were received by a fine band of mulic, 


and uſhered through all the apartments; there 


we ſaw ſuch profuſion of beef, hams, tongues, 


punch, 
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punch, brandy, and gin, as could only be ſui- 
table to ſuch a company; for all the houſes 
were crouded with every ſort that could be of no 
credit or ſervice. Our good friends, the brewers, 
' uſhered us from houſe to houſe, to convince us 
what a party they had raiſed in dur intereſt ; and 
after hearing many jovial ſongs on liberty, we 
retired to our inn about twelve, where we were 
told by the landlord, that as it was the head- 
quarters, it was cuſtomary to have one apartment 
open, during the election, for the gentlemen of the 
corporation and their friends, to conſult matters; 
on which, we ordered that no expence ſhould be 
ſpared for the reception of ſuch particular friends. 


« Next morning, we were viſited by one of the 
aldermen, who was a brandy merchant, that 
knew we profeſſed ourſelves patriots for the good 
of the country, and came to acquaint us with 
the great danger that might accrue to the citizens 
from drinking ſuch vile ſmuggled ſtuff as the ale- 
houſes, on this occaſion, made their punch of. I 
do aſſure you, gentlemen, it is compoſed chiefly 
of—we felt the fatal conſequences of it laſt time; 
for no leſs than twenty-ſeven were down right 
killed, and forty-five lay ſo ill in bed that they 
could not come to the poll-table ; by which means 
we loſt the election: not that I matter (ſaid he) 
the ſelling a little brandy, at a time there is ſcarce 
1 — 9 any 
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any thing to be got dy the true ſpirit that pays 
duty; but as an alderman, one of the fathers of 


the city, it is my duty to ſee that the citizens have 
what is good and wholſome ; therefore, if you 
pleaſe to leave that province to my care, I will 
anſwer, you ſhall not loſe a ſingle vote.“ As his 
worſhip's requeſt proceeded from a paternal re- 
gard to the citizens, we directly made him ſuper- 


intendant of the brandy and gin. Soon after, near 
forty of our friends crouded in, telling us, that 
they, or their wives, had relations in the adjacent 
towns, ſome ten, ſome twenty miles off, who were 


freemen; and though they could ill ſpare the time, 


yet, for the good of their country, and for fear 
the orange party ſnould engage them, they were 


willing to take carriages directly, to go and fecure 


them. Such a friendly offer we could not avoid 
embracing, and begged they would ſpare no ex- 


pence in entertaining themſelves and their relations 
on ſuch a neceſſary occaſion. Though the election 


was then two months diſtant, our opponents, be- 
ing men of fortune and ſpirit, were laviſh in their 
expences; and the friends on both ſides, being 


anxious to ſupport the honour of their colours, 


vere ſo induſtrious in collecting and keeping the 


ſreemen together at the ale-houſes, that, in a few 


days, all kind of work was as much neglected as 


if the buſineſs of the whole nation depended on our 
election. We were continually viſited by poor 
| women 
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women with children in their arms, who ſaid, it 
was hard that they and their families ſhould ſtarve, 
whilſt their huſbands were ſpending all their time 
in the ale-houſes in our cauſe, and the good of their 
country. On ſuch frequent applications, and ha- 
ving a precedent from the other party, we ordered 
a weekly allowanee to each poor freeman's family; 
but were ſoon told by the butchers and bakers, 
that they ſpent moſt of the money in gin, and 
that an allowance in bread and meat would be 
more to our honour. Some of the drapers told us, 
it would greatly ſtrengthen our intereſt, to give 
coats and gowns to the poor people, and then the 
public would ſee we did ſome good with our money; 
whereas, ſpending it all at the ale- houſes, was only 
ruining the poor people; beſides, it would add 
credit to the party; for the orange men were con- 
tinually crying, See what poor ragged dogs the 
blues are !* So, to keep up the credit of our party, 
we ordered ſuch a number to be diſtributed as they 
thought requiſite, The linen-drapers told us, they 
were confident that many of our friends had not a 
ſhirt to their backs. and that it was always cuſto- 
mary, on ſuch occaſions, to give a little linen 
to the poor, To this requeſt we likewiſe complied, 
and ſo went on from the hatter to the ſhoe- 
maker, till a great number of our party were 
cloathed from head to foot ; ſome of our principal 
friends came in one evening, and alarmed us with 

receiving 
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receiving certain. information that the orange 
party were privately buying votes at a guinea a 
head, on which we begged their advice. Why, 
faith, gentlemen, (ſaid they) we ſcarce know how 
to adviſe you; we know you have the hearts of 
the people with you, but money is tempting to 
poor men, therefore if you have a mind to ſtand 
it, we think it prudent to advance ſomething z but 
great caution mult be uſed, and no time loſt? 


After ſome conſultation, my friends were ſo 
kind to take each a hundred pound bill, and ſet 
off directly on this important buſineſs. In two days 
after, they came again, and, with dejected coun- 
tenances, told us that the orange had advanced to 
three guineas a head. Well, gentlemen, what 
would you adviſe us to do ?* Why, faith, gen- 
tlemen, in ſuch an expenſive affair, we know not 
what to ſay; the hearts of the people are certainly 
with you; but ſuch temptations may bring them 
over. You can beſt judge yourſelves, whether it 
is worth while; but we imagine, if you will ad- 
vance another thouſand, that it will pretty well 
cool their courage.“ Well, gentlemen, we muſt 
beg of you once more to ſtand our friends.“ 
Pray, gentlemen, excuſe us; you have other 
friends that may like to ſhare this trouble: it is 
true we have ſome influence over the people, 


and know how to diſpoſe of the money; but, be- 
ſides 
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3 ſides lay ing ourſelves under ſuch obligations, it is 
ſo plaguing to deal with ſuch a number but, 
however, as we have entered into. it, and as It .is 
for the good of the country, we will not drop 
you now.“ So they kindly received a thouſand, 
and ſet off, which was repeated till it came to 
eight guineas a vote; during which time we had 
the comfort of hearing the parties on each ſide 
exulting that they had got men of ſpirit to back 
the cauſe, who would not loſe it if 1t coſt them 
forty thouſand pounds. 


«6 Kaovies the landlord of our inn to be an 
honeſt, hearty, ſincere man, who, when in his 
cups, would, in his rough manner, bolt out all 
he knew of any body, we took him one day, after 
dinner, in a favourable mood, and aſked him ſe- 
riouſly what he thought of our election? Why, 
gentlemen, let me know how your minds and your 
money ſtand; if you have got as much caſh as 
the orange gentlemen, and are as willing to ſpend 
it, I believe it will be a hard puſh.” But, land- 
lord, as we have the corporation on our ſide, and 
ſeveral of them very buſy in our intereſt, it muſt 
certainly turn the ſcale in our favour.” .* The cor- 
- poration, (ſaid he) why half of them wore the 
other colour the laſt election; and, I dare ſay, 
when it comes to the puſh, you will ſee half of 
them turn now; for, to my knowledge, ſeveral 
of 
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of them have already applied to the orange gen- 
tlemen for places, leaſes of land, and other fa- 
vours.“ On this declaration, we told him freely 
the different ſums of money we had given to our 
friends, and aſked him if they were men of ſuch 
Intereſt with the freemen as they pretended, —— 
© Why, gentlemen, if you have given them ſuch 
ſums, your money may procure them ſome inte- 
reſt ; but I never heard that they had any before; 


and if the poor men muſt be bought, tis pity 
you don't give it yourſelves, without letting it 
paſs through ſuch hands, and, I can aſſure you, it 


is they which have run you to this expence ; 
for, Iam certain, there was not a farthing given 
by the orange gentlemen, when they told you 
they were giving guineas; it is true, we have 
Fome good ſort of men in the corporation, but 
there are a pack amongſt them, who practiſed ſuch 
vile tricks on the public laſt election, that none 


of the principal citizens will ſhew themſelves to 


you—They men of intereſt! why, gentlemen, if 
you will go to the common ale-houſe facing the 
parade, there, from eleven o'clock till one, for 
ſpending about nine-pence or a ſhilling, you may 
Judge what a ſet they are; there you will ſee the 
mayor, the chamberlain, the clerk to the juſtices, 
and half the aldermen and common councilmen, 


conſtantly, every morning, with bowls of punch 


before them; and as men who ſpend their time 
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in ſuch an idle manner, entertain each other ac- 


cordingly. Scarce a morning paſſes but they make 


a bankrupt of ſome creditable tradeſman, or pri- , 
vately deliver ſome reputable woman of a. baſtard 
child; they perfectly know all the rogues of ſtate, 


and give a hiſtory of every whore and rogue in the 


City, except thoſe of their own families. A man in 
this city having a law-ſuit with one of their ſet, they 
ſent for his only evidence to this ale-houſe, and 
there, by punch and perſuaſion, endeavoured to 
corrupt bim; and the mayor of the city, a draper, 
a Frend, and one of their party, though the evi- 
dence could neither read or write, gave him his 
oath to what they had drawn up, ſaw him ſet his 
mark to it, and it was publicly printed without 
the plaintiff's knowledge; ſo you may judge what 
chance the public can have from ſuch magiltrates. 
Gentlemen, if theſe men will daily link them- 
ſelves together in a public ale-houſe, and join in 
doing and defending ſuch a notorious act as that, 
you may judge in what eſteem the public holds 
them, Why, your friend, the brandy-merchant, 
has juſt now been found out to have obtained a leaſe 
of ſome land which belonged to the poor, (over 
whom he was guardian) in a very colluſfve man- 
ner. They men of intereſt ! why, I myſelf 
have more 1atereſt than half of them put together 
for, beſides ſeveral of my ſervants who are free- 
men, there is my butcher, baker, barber, and 
ſeveral tradeſmen who get half their living out of 
K ſuch 
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| ſuch a houſe as mine.“ Well, landlord, (ſaid I) 
we hope you have ſecured them for us.“ Not 
I indeed, gentlemen ; if you make me an alder- 
man, perhaps I may turn procurer for you in 
the Court-hall; but, till then, as I do not want 
money, or deſire, on ſuch terms, to be thought 
a man of conſequence, 1 ſhall think myſelf un- 
worthy of a houſe over my hcad, if I deſire 
any man to give up his freedom to mel may, 
perhaps, vote for you myſelf ; but that 1 will 
not promiſe till the time comes ; however, I 
can aſſure you, there is no advantage taken; for 
they are playing the ſame game on the other ſide ; 
and I ſhould not be ſurpriſed to ſee it brought up 
to twenty gvin-zs a vote.“ This candid declara- 
tion of our landlord tallying with the conduct of 
our friends, we began ſerioufly to reflect on our 
ſtate and the hands we were in; and on a rough 
calculation of our preſent expence, we comput- 
ed it at about ten thouſand pounds. Knowing 
our opponents would ſtand it to the laſt, we 
thought it moſt prudent to refign ; but juſt at that 
inſtant our friends, in great rapture, broke in upon 
us, bidding us prepare to ſee a ſight; when, pre- 
ſently, we heard drums, trumpets, violins, fifes, 
hautboys, with colours flying, attended with more 
than double the number we required for our elec- 
tion, all true-blues, with cockades in their hats, 
hollewing and huzzaing up at the windows, ready 
to (ie in the cauſe of liberty; whilſt our friends 


kept 
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kept clapping us on the back - there, gentlemen, 
did we not tell you that you had the hearts of the 
people! but their ſpirits muſt be kept up.“ This 
grand collection fo inſpired us, that we directly 
begged of our friends to ſpare no neceſſary ex- 
pence in proſecuting a cauſe they had ſo much at 
heart. The city champions on both ſides found it ſo 
difficult to prevail on their diſtant friends and re- 
lations to bring them to a price, that the roads 
were continually crouded with carriages for many 
miles round; and thus we went on till the eve of 
the election, when our friends came and told us 
that ſeveral of the freemen, who, judging it would 
be a hard heat, lay by for the beſt bidder. Now, 
gentlemen, (ſaid they) as this is the criſis, boldly 
advance one thouſand more, and that will ſecure. 
us.“ This being complied with, we waited for the 

important day, which was uſhered in with all the 
colours, drums, trumpets, and other muſic, that 
could be collected within twenty miles; every public 
houſe in the city and ſuburbs were opened for the 
reception of the friends on both ſides, who came 
from all parts to ſee a conteſt of ſuch impor- 
tance decided. 


« The poll being opened, the oath againſt bri- 
bery and corruption was demanded ; which being 
complied with, they came in crowds and offered 
up their ſouls at Satan's ſhrine. A jolly alder- 
man, to convince the public that he did not pocket 
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all the money, was ſeen putting ſome guineas into 


a freeman's hand, as he was going to the poll 


table to take the oath, My old friend, the cob- 


ler, ſtaggered up, and having the Bible preſented 


to him, deſired them for ſhame to ſet it by. You 
know (ſaid he) that I have ſeveral times received 
money from you all; and as I know not from which 


fide I have received moſt, I will not ſtain my ho- 


nour by voting for either; nor make you witneſſes 
of ſo vile a perjury.” I confeſs this poor man's 
ſarcaſm has frequently ſtruck me with remorſe, 
when reflecting, that ſo many magiſtrates, whilſt 
they made the good of their country a cloak for 


their infamy, had procured and tempted fo many 
poor ſouls to trample on that moſt ſacred law 
which was inſtituted to defend both life and pro- 


perty. At the cloſe of the poll we found they had 


dealt with a very even hand, by bringing in one on 
each fide, and I was declared duly elected; on 
which our worthy friends came wringing their 


hands at the ill ſucceſs of my colleague, crying, 
Ah poor Old England! what will become of po- 
ſterity, now the Court has got footing! they have 
certainly opened the ener to get their ends. — 


My partner, being a man of ſpirit and penetra- 


tion, moſt heartily gave me joy, and declared, 
conſidering the hands we had been in, that the 
ſucceſs was beyond his expectation. We found 
that many on whom we depended, voted againſt 
us, and others had divided their votes; but to the 
honour 
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honour of the ladies, J muſt declare, that every 
one of them who appeared in our favour continued 
true-blue to the laſt. I directly called in all my 
bills, and being determined to give my friends no 
farther trouble, ſent for my ſteward to pay all off 
without ſcrutiny. As I imagined it would be 
ſome time before the poor freemen could ſettle to 
work, I ordered each of their wives halt a guinea ; 
and, after giving a ball to both parties, took a 
final leave of ſuch diſintereſted friends. | 


« Being now a member of parliament, and 
judging myſelf a man of great conſequence, I 
hired a grand houſe in London; and though my 
fortune was great, ſet up an equipage far beyond 
it; and joining with ſeveral ſpirited young patriots, 
fell into ſuch extravagant ſcenes, for what they 
called the good of the country, that I ſoon found 
myſelf neceſſitated to ſpur my ſteward to make the 
moſt of every thing. I attempted ſeveral times 
to ſhew myſelf a patriot, by ſaying ſomething ſpi- 
rited againſt the Miniſter, for the good of the 
country; but finding I was taken but little notice 
of, I ſoon become ſurfeited of a ſtation ſo expen- 
five, in which I could make no figure; therefore, 
at the aifſolution of the parliament, bid adieu to 
public affairs, and retired to my manſion-houſe, 
where I ſoon diſcovered that my tenants, who be- 
fore had been pretty much harraſſed, looked on my 
ſettling amongſt them as a moſt dreadful viſitation, 
When 
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When any of them on particular oceafions ap- 
plied to me, they were ſure to come on the worft 
horſe and in the worſt coat they had ; when they 
paid their rent, they were obliged to ſell a uſeful 
horſe or two to make it up. Being fond of field 
diverſions, I could fearce find any ſport on my own 
land; for they were more induſtrious to deſtroy 
the game than the weeds, to prevent my coming 
near them; ſo that I was looked on as a ſpy on 
the land in all quarters. One morning as our 
Vicar was at breakfaſt with me, a man came (who I 
ſuppoſe judged that I wanted money) and aſked 
me, if I would ſell ſuch a farm; which I deſi red 
time to conſider of, When he departed, I aſked 
the doctor who he was. Sir, (ſaid he) as he is 
continually hovering over every expiring leaſe in 
the country, the people call him the Land Vulture, 
and the farmers as much dread to ſee him come 
near them, as a hen does a kite when ſhe has got 
a young brood ; but, I hope, Sir, you will not 
put it in his power to ſend the poor old man to his 
grave; for as he was born on the farm, it will be 
the death of him to turn him out.“ Why, Doc- 
tor, (ſaid I) he, like moſt of them, can ſcarce pay 
his rent ; ſure, no gentleman in the country has 
ſuch a ſet of miſerable tenants as I have!' Be- 
cauſe, Sir, (ſaid he) no tenants in this country, 


for forty ycars paſt, have been kept in ſuch a mi- 


ſerable ſtate of dependence; if you will give 
5 them 
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them ſecurity, by ſufficient leaſes, to reap the 
fruits of their labour, I will anſwer for it (as I 
know moſt of your land) that you will ſoon have 
as well an improved eſtate, and as wealthy tenants, 
as any gentleman in the county.“ The doctor 
was a man of much reſerve and caution ; but 
having been my tutor, and long waited for ſuch 
a favourable opportunity to adviſe me, he expa- 
tiated ſo ſtrongly on the bad conduct of my pre- 

deceſſor, whoſe tract I followed, and fo clearly 
laid down the great injury the public ſuſtained 
by landlords who bound up the hands of the huſ- 
bandman that he ſoon convinced me, whilſt I 
had been playing the Don Quixote patriot, for the 
good of the country in general, I neglected both 
the people and the province which Providence had 
committed to my charge to be both friend and 
patriot, Being at that time engaged in a treaty of 
marriage, which ſoon after was concluded, with 
an amiable lady of large fortune, I gave my wor- 

thy friend, who was a great judge in agricul- 
ture, full power to treat with my tenants for 

ſuch time, and terms, as he thought proper, 
which was executed greatly to my preſent advan- 
tage; for many of them, on ſuch ſecurity, freely 
advanced the rent; and by the immediate expence 
they were at, I ſoon diſcovered they were not quite 
ſo poor as they pretended, and the conſequence of 
the improvement ſoon conyinced me, that I had 
not 


| E 

not only been checking the bounty of Providence, 
but had likewiſe awed my tenants from the free- 
dom of enjoying the truits of their labour. Soon 
after | was married, as the Doctor ſat at breakfaſt 
with us, news was brought that an old tenant of 
mine was dead, and near five thouſand: pounds in 
ready ſpccie found in his houſe, * Doctor, (ſaid 1) 
I always thought that old man poor.“ Sir, (faid: 
he) I nc ver thought ſo; but judged the cauſe that 
made him appear poor : he ſucceeded his father in 
the farm, from whom he had all that he had faved, 
to which he added near fifty years of his own hard 
labour, and as he could not have a leaſe, never 
_ dared to enjoy himſelf, for fear of being raiſed, 
or turned out: he had a ſon and a daughter; the 

ſon he kept to the plough, and the daughter to 
the churn; and being in a ſtate that they dreaded 
to look at any perſon better drefſed than them- 
ſelves, the daughter married a drunken ſhoe-maker, 
who ſoon broke her heart, and the ſon ſtole his 
father's beſt horſe, went off with a beggar-wench, 
and has never ſince been heard of : ſo that living 
in a land of liberty was of no advantage to them, 
as they reſided on a ſpot where they were afraid to 
enjoy it.” The Sunday following, when we re- 
turned from church, my wife (whoſe father had 
none but wealthy tenants about him) obſerved, 
how meanly the people were dreſſed, and as ſhe 
knew the cauſe which induced them to it was re- 

moved, 


( 73 ) 

moved. wiſhed they could be perſ uaded to make 
a better appearance, elſe, I fear (ſaid ſhe) that 
many of them will have no higher views in ma- 
trimony than our old tenant's ſon and daughter ; 
the DoQor in this motion moſt heartily concurred, 
ſaying, he knew they now were capable of doing 
it; and as they were able, he thought it a duty 
they owed the public; for as the advanced price 
on the product of the land comes from the la- 
bourer, the artificer and the trader, they who reap 
the benefit of it, both landlord and tenant, ought 
to make adequate returns in dreſs, furniture, and 
every neceſſary, according to their circumſtances. 
My wife was ſo intent on this reformation, that, 
by preſents, and ſome perſuaſions, ſhe ſoon ſer 
ſuch an emulation on foot, that in leſs than two 
years, there was ſuch an alteration, that any one 
who had been at our church before, would ſcarce 
have known it to be the ſame congregation, As 
the pretty laſſes knew that the change proceeded 
from our inſtigation, they uſed to range themſelves 
in the church-yard till we came out, to make their 
compliments, and ſhow their finery; and being 
chiefly our own tenant's daughters, we looked on 
them with pleaſure, as ſo many blooming flowers 
raiſed from our own garden. I was ſo aſſiduous 
in encouraging the men, that, in a ſhort time, (as 
I dreſſed plain), they thought it a compliment to 
me to have a. coat from the ſame piece, The 

0 5 Doctor 
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Doctor ſeeing me determined to make every thing 


about me as happy as prudence and their induſtry 
would admit of, pointed out a fewof my tenants 


who, -with large families, had long ſtruggled with 
ſtubborn ſoils, that made them incapable of making 


ſuch improvement as their leaſes admitted of; 
theſe, by lending proper aid to their induſtry, were 
ſoon relieved, and gave me the pleaſure of ſeeing 


both my land and my tenants enriched. Finding 


the education of the children inferior to the cir- 
cumſtances of my tenants, my next care (with the 
aſſiſtance of the Doctor) was to eſtabliſh a good 
ſchool; and when the lads grew up, as they all 
could not be farmers or graziers, the Doctor and 


I were frequently conſulted in diſpoſing of them 


to ſuch trades, or occupations, as we thought beſt 
ſuited the talents of the youths and the circum- 
ſtances of their parents; from which, I now en- 
joy the pleaſure of ſeeing ſome, and hearing of 
others, who make a reputable figure in the world; 
and as Divine Providence makes no diſtinction 


- 


between the palace and the cottage in the endow- 


ments of the mind, I have been particularly care- 
ful that no extraordinary genius, born on my eſtate, 


ſhould be loſt to the public for want of due culti - 


vation. We have a young gentleman now at the 


Univerſity of diſtinguiſned good principles and 


genius, deſigned for the Church, who, I hope, my 
ſucceſſor will preſent with this living when it be- 
= Tt comes 
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comes vacant; and another at the Temple, from 
whoſe natural parts, learning, and great eloquence, 
we entertain the higheſt expectation. The Poctor 

made an early diſcovery of his great talents; but 


till he became ſatisfied that his principles appeared 


pure and honeſt, he would not conſent to his being 
bred to the law, from an inſtance of an attorney 
in our neighbourhood, who, though a very ſhal- 
low fellow, has ſhewn parts ſufficient to do much 
miſchief ; therefore, he thought it dangerous (till 
well aſſured) to let ſo great a genius looſe on the 
public in ſuch a profeſſion, In ſhort, I was not 
contented with promoting their happineſs, till I 
ſaw them ſo confident of it, as to enjoy that de- 


cent freedom which every Engliſhman is intitled 
_ th, without being ſervily awed by a ſuperior; and 


they are all fo fully convinced of the pleaſure 1 


take in their proſpetity, that, when any of them 
have a few hundreds to ſpare, they come with 
pride to conſult me how to improve it. As I look 
on them all as my own family, I am never happier 
than when I have them about me. I remember 


once, on a rent day, when in my great hall, at the 

head of ſixty of my Jolly tenants, the Doctor, Who 
ſat next me, whiſpered and jocoſely aſked, whether 
I imagined that I appeared ſo much like a patriot 
when in parliament, as I did then? To which I an- 


Wed, © Pray, Sir, repoſt no paſt * Such 


760 
Wil I, (aid my "OP is the ns of life which! 


have purſued ever ſince I quitted parliament; and 
as there are but two ſlender lives between you and 
0 this eſtate, I think it my duty to convince you of 
the real duty of a patriot, and warn you againſt 
thoſe vain allurements which too frequently ſtimu- 
late men to forſake every manly principle in 
the purſuit of imaginary honour; nor ſhould 
1 have been ſo copious in all the me:n tricks 
and crafty wiles which the corporation I repreſented 
made uſe of to me, but to warn you againſt being 
ſeduced by ſuch men. If you ſhould have a paſſion 
forparliament, as your fortune will admit of 1 it, offer 
yourſelf to the county; but in a retired life, let 
me adviſe you, not to enter into a party. * But, 
Sir, (ſaid I) is it not laudable in every Engliſhman 
to exert himſelf, when there appears an invaſion on 
our liberty.” © Indeed, Will, ſaid he) I think it is; 
and I hope no Engliſhman would advance ſooner 
than I would on Auch an occaſion; but will not, 

like the reed, be ſhook by every blaſt, 5 n 


I have reſided on my eſtate above forty years, 
during which time there has ſcarce been a year but 
we have been alarmed with ſome deep delign, as 
if the nation was on the brink of ruin, whilſt, 
by ſhutting my ears againſt ſuch idle inſinuations, 
] haye enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rents 
gradually 


C7. 
gradually increaſe, and my tenants: grow rich} 
therefore have never murmured at paying the 
taxes which have given improvement and ſecurity 
to the whole. Bur, Sir, (faid T) do you never 
concern yourſelf about national affairs ?* Indeed 
I do, „ i, as much as I think neceſſary to my 
peace and ſecurity. Our county is repreſented by 
two gentlemen of great wiſdom, whoſe fortunes 
ahd inclinations are far above any temptation or 
bias; and as they have ever ſtood ready to give 
information to their conſtituents, I make a ſtrict 
enquiry into the proceedings of parliament at the 
end of every ſeſſion, and as we have appointed 
chem to repreſent us, have ever been determined 
to reſt ſatisfied with every thing they have con- 
| ſented to; nor would I have you, Vill, entertain 
fo mean an opinion of Engliſh principles and 
wiſdom, as to imagine that the majority of the 
two Houſes, which are compoſed of the wealthieft 
men in the nation, would ever conſent either to 

abridge ſuch expences as are ſufficient to extend or 
ſecure our poſſeſſions, or entail unneceſſary taxes 
on their own eſtates.“ What, Sir, (ſaid I) can 
be the reaſon then of ſuch great conteſts, and the 
many learned ſpeeches againſt ſeveral motions that 
are made? I think it juſt (aid he) in matters 
of ſuch high importance, to advance every argu- 


ment that can ſhew the leaft appearance of an evil 
tendeney 
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tendency, before a law is eſtabliſhed; and as there 
have. always been men of great eloquence and 
learning in parliament, oppoſition is the moſt 
ample field to ſhew their talents ;, and ſuch have 
frequently been advanced to high offices in the 


ſtate, whilſt others of very ſhallow parts, from a 


notion that oppoſition is the road to preferment, 


have fallen into ſuch low invectives againſt the 
miniſtry, that they have appeared more like wa- 


termen than gentlemen; and they have frequently 
been vain enough to get their ſpeeches publiſhed. 


in the news-papers, to appear to the public as 


great patriots; but ſuch men may ſpeech their 


hearts out before they can move me, for I have 


been determined to avoid any man, who, through 


a party prejudice, would endeavour to make me 
| Jealous of the government under which J have ſo 


long lived happy, as I would the man who 
would attempt to make me jealous of my wife; 


therefore, Will, if ever you mean to ſit in parlia- 


ment, let me adviſe you againſt entering into a 
party, for then you muſt appear like a ſnip on the 
ocean, without ſails or rudder, reſigned entirely 
o the force of the tmpeb.” 


Such, friend Edward, are the truly patriotic 
principles of my uncle, and ſuch are the ſentiments 
he has inculcated in me; and as he derived them 
from facts well aſcertained, and notorious corpo- 
ration 
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ration frauds acted on himſelf; It ſnall eyer make 
them my guide, to avoid the dangerous machina- 
tions which are too frequently concerted and exe- 
cuted by bodies corporate, or give up my. reaſon 
to public clamour.— As the preſent evil had its 
birth in that charter: neſt Boſton, and ſpread thro? 
the reſt of the mercantile corporations, you would 
be aſtoniſhed. to know all the artful publications 
they produced, and meaſures they practiſed, to 
poiſon the minds of an innocent people, and keep 
them in ſubjection; for the merchants in the cities 
were almoſt abſolute lords of the - labours of all 
the country round them, and every thing which 
che planter or huſbandman produced for ſale, the 
merchants had it at their own prices, in barter for 
cloaths, tools, and other neceſſaries, which Was 
the moſt that the greater, part of the poor men 
could obtain from their land and labour. Can 
you, or any reaſonable; man, imagine, that ſuch 

2 trifle as the Stamp Act Was. a motive to inflame 
a. whole continent to rebellion? An act which 
could not affect one man in a hundred ſo far as a 
ſnilling a year. No; they looked on legal officers. 
as ſpies on their actions, which they knew would 
by degrees ſubvert their tyranny and illicit prac- 
tices, and open both trade and the eyes of the 
people; therefore moſt artfully begui led them to 
aluiſt in riveting on their own chains. 
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As the-delegated power of a corporation is to 
maintain the laws within their juriſdiction, how, 


Bir, can you defend ſuch an act of violence againſt 
the power that eſtabliſned them. as their raiſing. 
u mob, and, regardleſs of the rules of navigation 
and commerce, entering the ſhips of our fellow- 


ſubjects, to wantonly plunder and deſtroy ſo large 
a property An inſult which no free port in the 
univerſe, in times of profound peace, would dared 
to have offered to the ſubjects of Great Britain. 
Nor did Abſolam, when he lay with his father's 
concubines on the houſe-top, give the people a 


more confirming evidence of his determined re- 


bellion, than theſe men did when they ſo ignomi- 


niouſly dragged our commiſſioned officer through 
their city, vainly imagining that the countenance 
they received from your ſide the water, and the 


diſtance of a few thouſand miles, would have 
ſcreened them from correction The man who 
defends ſuch principles of liberty, muſt be an 
advocate for the Arabian Free- booters. I do aſſure 
you, friend Edward, that the dominion which 
theſe men have long maintained over their infe- 
riors, ſervants, and ſlaves, has ſo ſwelled their 
hearts with ambition, that except on ſuch a union 
as this, there is ſcarce any of them who can bear 
an equal; therefore, if you are a real friend to 


liberty, and would wiſh it to ninety-nine out of 
a hundred, pray for the ſucceſs of our arms, that 


the 
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the people may enjoy that bleſſing from the power 
and wiſdom of our government. The preſent ſlate | : 
of theſe people is really deplorable, being now 
| hemmed in between two fires ; for they. who have | 
Houſes and poſſeſſions, whilſt they ſtand expoſed to 
our arms, dread to incline to us, for fear of having 
their all conſumed, of which there have already been 
too many inſtances; for as the fate & their leaders ; 
ſeems inevitable, they appear determined to involve 
all in the ſame ruin. I am really ſo affected with the 
diſtreſs of my fellow ſubjects here, that, from prin- 
ciples of humanity and liberty, I am determined, if 
my uncle dies in my abſence, to give my brother a 
fair chance for the eſtate, by continuing here, till I 
either fall, or ſee an end to this rebellion, and a 
happy eſtabliſhment to theſe people. As to all the 
alarms about the French and Spaniards, being as 
ignorant of their motions as they are how Provi- 
dence intends to move them, whilſt fighting is my 
trade, I ſhall ſtand prepared to oppoſe every dan- 
ger that preſents itſelf, and guard with prudent 
caution againſt ſuch as appear probable ; and as to 
the good or evil that may lay brooding in the womb. 
of futurity, I ſhall leave the ſons of Heraclitus to 
weep and watch for the good of poſterity. 


P. S. Being ordered on a party into the Jerſeys, 
I have left this letter with a friend, to be 
forwarded to England with all convenient. 
expedition, __ [The END.] 
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